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Any journey is marked

by its set of significant challenges

and obstacles. These challenges signify a

profound beauty and meaning that transcends mere

physical movement. They represent the essence of growth,

exploration, and transformation. In their unfolding, we encounter new landscapes,

cultures, and perspectives that broaden our horizons and expand our understanding of

the world. Journeys offer us an opportunity to step outside our comfort zones, face

uncertainties, and discover the depths of our strength and resilience. They allow us to

forge lasting connections with others and ourselves, as we navigate through challenges

and share moments of joy and triumph. Life is a continuous expedition, filled with
possibilities and opportunities for personal evolution.

Much like the epic journey of Homer's Odyssey, Pictoreal traversed through time,
encountering challenges, and embracing creativity. Our ship set sail with humble
beginnings and a vision to capture the essence of PICT's creative spirit. From captivating
articles and awe-inspiring poetry to thought-provoking artwork, Pictoreal has showcased
the brilliance of our students and faculty. It evolved into a platform not only for literary
expression but also for academic debates, philanthropic endeavours, and dedicated
volunteerism. Its pages reflect the perspectives that make our college a beacon of
knowledge and creativity.

This Silver Jubilee edition represents not only a milestone in our journey but also the
culmination of the continuous efforts of individuals who have contributed to its success.
It symbolizes the progress we have made as a community, the challenges we have
overcome, and the growth we have experienced. In a way, it represents our
transformative journey, just like the Odyssey.
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GAGAN GUPTA

FOUNDING MEMBER OF PICTOREAL
01 Sept. 1968 - 24 Nov. 2022

In time's relentless march, we are bound to encounter the
ephemeral nature of life, where cherished souls depart too
soon, leaving behind an indelible void. Today, we honor and
remember one of the founding members of our PICTOREAL
family, Late Mr. Gagan Gupta, whose untimely departure has
left us with a profound sense of loss and sadness. As we
celebrate the Silver Jubilee of our college magazine, let us take
a moment to evoke and cherish his memory and the
instrumental role he played in shaping our magazine's identity,

vision, and success.
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Elizabeth Il
21 April 1926 - 8 Sept. 2022

Elizabeth I, Queen of the
United Kingdom and other
Commonwealth realms from
1952 until her death in 2022,
had the longest reign of any
British monarch and was head
of state of 15 realms. She
became queen at 25, ruling
over seven independent
Commonwealth countries and
the Commonwealth itself.
Elizabeth died at the age 96
and was succeeded by her son,
Charles Ill.

Vikram Gokhale

30 Oct. 1947- 26 Now. 2022

Vikram Gokhale, an Indian actor
renowned for his roles in
Marathi theater, Hindi films, and
television, won the National
Film Award for Best Actor for
his Marathi film "Anumati! He
passed away at the age of 77
due to multiple organ failure.

Shane Keith Warne AO
13 Sept. 1969 - 4 March 2022

Shane Warne, an Australian
cricketer from 1991 to 2007, was
one of the greatest bowlers in
cricket history. He played 145
Tests, took 708 wickets, and held
the record for mast Test wickets
until 2007. Warne won the 1999
Cricket World Cup with Australia
and was honored with a statue at
the Melbourne Cricket Ground. He
was posthumously appointed an
Officer of the Order of Australia.

Rakesh Jhunjhunwala
5 July 1960- 14 August 2022

Rakesh Jhunjhunwala, an Indian
billionaire business magnate
and stock trader, was widely
recognized as "India's Warren
Buffett With an estimated net
worth of US55.8 billion, he was
a partner in his asset
management firm, Rare
Enterprises, and played
significant roles in various
companies.

Pelé
23 Oct. 1940- 29 Dec. 2022

Pelé, the Brazilian footballer
known as one of the greatest
players of all time, received
numerous awards and accolades
for his achievements. His 1,279
goals in 1363 games, including
friendlies, are a Guinness World
Record. Pelé's fame soared
during the 1958 World Cup, and
he remained an inspiration
throughout his career.

Raju Srivastav
25 Dec. 1963- 21 Sepr, 2022

Raju Srivastav, an Indian
comedian and actor known for
his mimicry and stand-up
comedy  skills, captivated
audiences and became a
household  name  through
various comedy shows. He was
widely acclaimed as "The King
of Comedy" and won the title in
"The Great Indian Laughter

Challenge - Champians.”
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Yash Pal

26 Nov 1926 — 24 July 2017
Yash Pal, an Indian scientist,
educator and educationist.
He was known for his contri-
butions to the study of
cosmic rays, as well as far
being an institution-builder,
In 2013, he was awarded In-
dia's second highest civilian
honour, the Padma Vibhu-
shan.

Pandit Shivkumar Sharma
13 Jan 1938- 10 May 2022
Pandit Shivkumar Sharma, an
Indian classical musician and
santoor player, played a pivotal
role in elevating  the
instrument's status in
Hindustani classical music. He
composed music for successful
Indian films and received
several awards and honors,
including the Sangeet Natak
Akademi Award and the Padma

Shriand Padma Bhushan.
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Satish Chandra Kaushik

13 April 1956 - ¢ March 2023
Satish Chandra Kaushik, an
Indian actor, director, and
comedian, gained fame in
Bollywood with his role as
"Calendar" in the film "Mr.
India" He won the Filmfare
Best Comedian Award twice
and was recognized for his
performances in  various
films.

Sushovan Banerjee

20 Sept. 1938 - 26 July 2022
Sushovan Banerjee, known as
the "One Rupee Doctor," was
an Indian physician who
treated people for a meager
fee. He received the Padma-
shri and held a Guinness
World Record for treating the
most patients in a lifetime.
Banerjee also served as an
MLA.

Nitesh Pandey
17 Jan. 1973 - 23 May 2023
Nitesh Pandey, an Indian film
and television actor,
showcased his talent in
movies such as "Om Shanti
Om" and "Khosla Ka Ghosla!"
He also ran his own
production house and was
involved in theater shows.
Pandey's notable
performance was in "Khosla

Ka Ghosla."

Sulochana Latkar

30 July 1928 - 4 Juiie 2023
Sulochana Latkar, El
renowned actress in Marathi
and Hindi cinema, appeared in
numercous films and received
accolades such as the Padma
Shri, Filmfare Lifetime
Achievement Award, and
Maharashtra Bhushan Award.
She passed away in June 2023
after a prolonged illness and

age-related complications.
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- FROM THE MANAGING TRUSTEE'S DESK

—-_,55 It is with great pleasure and profound

pride to present to you the Silver
Jubilee edition of Pictoreal, the annual
college magazine. As the Managing
Trustee, | am humbled by the incredible
journey we have embarked upon over
the past 40 years. The theme of this
special Silver Jubilee Edition is
“Odyssey”, a word that embodies the
spirit of exploration, growth, and
transformation.

As we delve into the pages of this
special edition, we embark on a

— e T 1 collective journey. It is a journey that

. highlights the triumphs and trials, the
Shri. R. S. Kothavale successes and setbacks, the laughter
Managing Trustee, SCTR and tears that have shaped our college.

Through the medium of captivating narratives, vivid photographs, and thought-provoking
articles, we come face to face with the transformative odysseys of our students, faculty,
and staff.

We witness the evolution of our college from its humble beginnings to its present-day
stature as a leading institution of higher education. We celebrate the achievements of our
alumni, who have gone on to make their mark in various fields, and the contributions of our
faculty, who have imparted knowledge and wisdom to generations of students. We also
acknowledge the challenges that we have faced as a community and the resilience and
determination that have helped us overcome them. In short, this edition of Pictoreal is a
tribute to the indomitable spirit of our college and a testament to the power of education
to transform.

| extend my heartfelt wishes and congratulations to Team Pictoreal. The dedication, passion,
and hard work you have displayed as members of the Pictoreal team have been truly
remarkable. | have no doubt that you will continue to raise the bar, capturing even more
captivating moments and leaving an indelible mark on our college's legacy.

We hope that this edition of Pictoreal will take you on a journey of discovery and inspire you
to embark on your own odyssey of growth and transformation. Thank you for your
continued support, and we hope you enjoy reading this special edition as much as we
enjoyed putting it together.

Wishing you all the best for the upcoming years and beyond.




- FROM THE SECRETARY'S DESK

in preserving the PICT traadition, the
colours of PICTians were blended into a
single spectrum, | unveil the latest edition
of our treasured college magazine,
PICTOREAL, celebrating its remarkable
Silver Jubilee. This significant milestone
signifies yet another step forward in our
ongoing quest to nurture talents, ignite
creativity, and create a lasting positive
impact within our community.

This magazine serves as a window into
the vibrant tapestry of student life at
PICT. Within its pages, you will find a

reflection of our collective

. o ¥ experiences—memories cherished,
Shri. S. M. Sirsikar achievements celebrated, failures
Secretary, SCTR confront, and the innumerable emotions

that colour our journey.

PICTOREAL serves as a dynamic platform for self-expression, an expansive canvas for boundless
creativity, and a driving force for transformative change. The events and initiatives provide the
students to showcase their creative prowess, and also awaken a great sense of compassion
towards society.

Lastly, | would like to extend my deepest gratitude to all the students and faculty members who
have poured their hearts and souls into making PICTOREAL and its associated events possible.
Your dedication, hard work, and passion shine through every page, leaving an indelible mark on
our college.

Congratulations to the entire PICTOREAL team for yet another successful year and volume! May
this magazine stand as a constant reminder of the immense potential that resides within each of
us to create a lasting impact in the world. Let us continue to inspire, create, and serve, for it is
through these endeavours that we truly leave our mark on the world.




It is indeed a great pleasure to present to
you the Silver Jubilee Edition (Theme -
Odyssey) of ‘PICTOREAL’ - a rare collection
of amazing contributions depicting the
creative & innovative minds of PICTians.
It's a long adventurous journey of 25 years
filled with satisfaction, joy, challenges, &
achievements, hats off to all the 25 Teams
of Pictoreal. “PICTOREAL" truly displays a
‘real picture’ of PICT, reflecting our dreams,
thoughts, achievements, creativity, and
_ imagination. It has been the best
: e Y representative of PICT, as it provides a
— unique platform for our students and staff
2 to showcase their talent.

Dr. P. T. Kulkarni Pune Institute of Computer Technology
Director, PICT aspires to be the leader in higher technical

education and research of international repute. Today, PICT is the most sought-after institution for
students in Pan India. PICT is Ranked #8 (Edurand Ranking - 2015) among private engineering
institutions in India, for excellence in education & research. It's Accredited by NAAC (4* Cycle) with
A+ grade & all its UG programs are NBA Accredited (4-6 times).

At PICT, talent and ambitions come together in a culture that nourishes thinking and encourages
every student to reach his or her full potential. Life at PICT is much more than regular academic
activities. Aside from the outstanding education the students will receive at PICT, it is
overwhelmingly the student experience - the less tangible part of their education here that stays
with all of them, the longest. Our students have made us proud by excelling in academics & other
activities, equally.

We assure that the student entering our institute will become a holistic, responsible person
contributing not only to the world's technocratic demands but also to the betterment of society. |
take this opportunity to thank all the stakeholders for sharing the vision of this great institute - to
be a world-class institute renowned for its unique student-centered approach, innovation, and
research-intensive learning environment.

Our culture teaches us the great importance of integrity, honesty, good conduct, and high values.
We must carry forward this legacy. | strongly believe that a value-based education is paramount in
the overall development of a student.

| appreciate the painstaking efforts of the PICTOREAL team & congratulate them for their
commendable efforts in making ‘Pictoreal’ an exceptionally high-quality magazine. | hope that they
will continue to work with the same zeal and diligence during the future editions too & make
significant value addition.




FROM THE PRINCIPAL'S DESK

i 5|v=:| me immense pieasu
present to you the Silver Jubilee
Volume of Pictoreal with the theme
"Odyssey". Pictoreal is not just a mere
collection of articles and photographs,
it depicts the real picture of PICT.

Pune Institute of Computer Technology
aspires to be the leading and the most
sought-after institute of education and
research in emerging engineering and
technology disciplines that attract,
retain, and sustains gifted individuals

! . =AY <o | _| of significant potential. PICT has a
— vibrant and diverse student

Dr. S. T. Gandhe community, and one of the hallmarks of
Uiy the college is its various clubs and
Principal, PICT

These clubs cater to the interests of the students and provide them with a platform to
showcase their talents and skills. Over the years, the journey of these clubs has been
nothing short of inspiring. From their humble beginnings to their current status as some of
the most active and vibrant clubs in the region, these clubs have come a long way.

| would like to extend my heartfelt appreciation to the students who have enriched this
magazine with their exceptional creative writing, innovative design, philanthropic efforts,
and photographic expertise. Our college takes great pride in the talent and potential
exhibited by their contributions. Pictoreal is a platform that provides an opportunity for our
students and staff members to express themselves, and share their experiences with
others. The theme resonates with the journey we have undertaken together, as a college
community, and the experiences we have had together. The pandemic has taken us on an
odyssey of its own, forcing us to adapt to a new way of life and navigate through uncharted
territories. Yet, despite the difficulties, we have persevered. We have found new ways to
connect, to learn, to inspire, and to create.

| would like to express my gratitude to the entire Pictoreal team, who have worked tirelessly
to bring this magazine to fruition. Your efforts in collecting and collating the articles and
photographs, designing the magazine, and ensuring its timely publication are truly
commendable. As we celebrate the release of this commemorative volume, the 25 Volume
of "Pictoreal,” | urge all of you to continue to explore your creativity, engage in intellectual
pursuits, and strive towards excellence in all that you do. The magazine provides us with a
glimpse of the milestones we have achieved as a college and the journey we have embarked
upon. The college is committed to providing our students with a holistic education that
prepares them for success in the real world. We believe that education is not just about
acquiring knowledge and skills but also about cultivating values and attitudes that enable
our students to become responsible citizens and leaders in their chosen fields.

Once again, | congratulate everyone involved in the making of "Pictoreal" and wish you all the
very best in your future endeavors. May your odyssey be filled with many moments of joy,

growth, and success.




- FROM TEACHER COORDINATOR'S DESK

\ It is a great delight to present the 25™
volume of our annual magazine,
PICTOREAL. As we embark on this
pivotal occasion, | look back at the
incredible journey of PICTOREAL, from
its inception to this Silver Jubilee
volume, with a sense of pride, nostalgia,
and gratitude.

The theme of this year's magazine,
"Odyssey", is a testament to the spirit
of exploration, discovery, and
adventure that defines the journey of
!! -:1, A D life. It takes us on a voyage through the
"y myriad of experiences, emotions, and

Mr. N. P. Sapkal perspectives that shape our existence.

Magazine Coordinator

At Pictoreal, we believe in nurturing the creative potential, intellectual curiosity, and social
responsibility of our students. Through various events like Manthan, Pics-o-Reel,
Blood-donation, and Donation Drive, we have inspired our volunteers to use their skills and
talents for the betterment of society.

As we celebrate the 25" volume of Pictoreal, | would like to express my gratitude to our
visionary leaders, Shri. R. S. Kothavale, Managing Trustee, SCTR, and Shri. Swastik Sirsikar,
Secretary, SCTR, for their unwavering support. | wish to thank Dr. P. T. Kulkarni, Director,
PICT, and Dr. S. T. Gandhe, Principal, PICT, without whom none of these would have been
possible. | also extend my heartfelt thanks to the former magazine coordinators, heads of
all the departments, and faculty members for their invaluable contribution to the success of
Pictoreal. | am also appreciative of the persistent support by Mr. A. A. Chavan.

This Odyssey-themed edition of Pictoreal is the result of the tireless efforts, creativity, and
passion of our editorial team. Their relentless adherence to excellence and their dedication
to the cause of the magazine has brought to life an incredible collection of articles, images,
and artwork.

As Albert Einstein once said, "Creativity is contagious”, we hope this magazine will inspire
our readers to embrace their creativity and pass it on to others. May this Silver Jubilee
volume of Pictoreal inspire us to live our lives to the fullest, embrace our uniqueness, and
embark on our own odyssey of self-discovery and learning.

<8 e



- FROM TEACHER COORDINATOR'S DESK

PICT is committed to providing
high-quality education by harnessing
the high-quality energies and
imagination of the academic
community. By fostering a culture of
experimentation and risk-taking while
also embracing diversity, PICT creates
an environment that encourages the
free flow of ideas.

Celebrating successes, even small
ones, encourages us to continue to
push boundaries and strive for
innovative solutions. Ultimately,
Mr. A. A. Chavan nurturing creativity and innovation

) . allows us to develop groundbreaking
Magazine Coordinator ideas and solutions that can improve
our lives and society.

A college magazine is an excellent platform to showcase the talent and hard work of
students, faculty, and staff, and to highlight the innovative ideas and solutions developed by
the institution. Through the college magazine, PICT can share its vision and achievements
with a wider audience, inspiring others to pursue creativity and innovation in their own lives
and communities.

It's great to see appreciation being shown towards the people who helped complete the
college magazine's successful completion. Dr. P. T. Kulkarni, Director, PICT, and Dr. S. T.
Gandhe, Principal, PICT have been a constant source of motivation and guidance for the
team, without whom the fantastic ideas of the team would not have been possible. The
former magazine heads and heads of all the departments who have supported and
encouraged the team also deserve special thanks for their invaluable contribution. Only
through the combined effort of everyone involved has "PICTOREAL VOLUME 25" become a
reality.

Congratulations on the completion of the college magazine "PICTOREAL VOLUME 25"! It's
great to hear that the editorial team dedicated their efforts and time to make it happen. I'm
sure the magazine will showcase the creative talent and hard work of everyone involved.
Wishing you all the best for a successful publication!




THE CORE TEAM

~ Magazine Secretaries

What does a magazine represent? For many, it is a
: compilation of essays, poetry, and imagery. However,
for us, Pictoreal is more than just a mere
amalgamation of words, thoughts, and colors. It has
been a hub for members to come together and
brainstorm innovative ideas, meticulously plan every
event, collaborate across sub-teams, maintain a
balance between design-content-art, and above all
work together as a team, while pushing each other
beyond their limits. As we celebrate the 25%™
anniversary of Pictoreal, we look back to our journey
from enthusiastic volunteers, coordinators, and core
team members to steering the helm of the entire club
towards success. Being the magazine secretaries for
~ this unique silver jubilee edition was a great and
crucial responsibility on our shoulders but the joyful smile on everyone's face after seeing several
successful events throughout the year makes all the hard work we put in worthwhile.

Rhuchita Shirude
| Sharayu Hiwarkhedkar

More than just a magazine, Pictoreal is a profound sentiment crafted from timeless literature and
exceptional artwork. It is a club that hosts numerous events focusing on oratory skills, philanthropy,
photography, creative arts, and much more. Pictoreal has been the epitome of the excellent happenings
of PICT, and the word 'PICT-o-real’ says it all. It's an irreplaceable cache of memories for graduates and a
source of inspiration for incoming batches. Pictoreal, now in its quadricentennial anniversary year, is one
of PICT's oldest yet most distinctive clubs.

Pictoreal's voyage has seen great writers, artists, designers, and personalities who have learned a lot
from this Odyssey. The theme for this year, ‘Odyssey’, is dedicated to the club's accomplishments
throughout the years and the lessons it has imparted to everyone. As the journey of a thousand miles
begins with a single step, we encourage everyone to take inspiration from this volume and strive
consistently towards achieving one’s goals while enjoying each step of the journey. This publication
highlights PICT's incredible journey and its numerous facets, with many other immersive pages to be
mesmerized by. This year's magazine has a few noteworthy additions that offer a silver lining to this
silver year commemoration. We sincerely hope our readers thoroughly enjoy every moment as they dive
into the mystical waters of Pictoreal.

We extend a big shoutout to all the outstanding team members who have worked relentlessly towards
the common objective of making this magazine extraordinary. We also thank all the Pictoreal alumni for
joining us in this special edition; your experiences helped us realize the club's 38-year legacy since its
founding in 1985. We are grateful to The Director, Dr. P. T. Kulkarni, The Principal, Dr. S. T. Gandhe, The
teacher coordinators Mr. Niteen Sapkal and Mr. Amol Chavan, and the entire staff for their persistent
support. We also extend our appreciation and thanks to everyone in the team for their contributions to
the magazine. We are thankful to all those who helped us develop our skills and become better
individuals during this long journey. Thus, with mixed emotions and joy, we present to you the Silver
Jubilee Volume of Pictoreal. Happy reading!




THE CORE TEAM

Joint Secretary

"25 years of boundless imaginations, 25 years of
creative expressions, 25 vyears of profound
impact!"

As we stand on the threshold of this momentous occasion, |
am filled with immense joy and pride to introduce the Silver
Jubilee edition of PICTOREAL - the real picture of the glorious
spirit of PICT. This 25t volume of Pictoreal is a testament to
the indelible legacy of our beloved club, one that | am sure will
continue to inspire and encourage the upcoming batches of
creative individuals. For a quarter of a century, this club has
served as a beacon of creativity and service, empowering
individuals to express themselves artistically while making a
tangible impact on society. This Silver Jubilee edition reflects

Rohin Bhat upon the countless contributions and accomplishments that
the club has made over the years, capturing the dedication of
ST each member who has graced its echelons.

As an introverted individual navigating the overwhelming plethora of activities offered by college life, Pictoreal has played
an indispensable role during my four-year journey. It has been an anchor of stability in the turbulent seas of my college life,
providing me with a safe harbour to weather the storms of uncertainty and confusion. My Odyssey with the club has been
an extraordinary one, allowing me the opportunity to wear multiple hats and learn a variety of skills. It has been nothing
short of a voyage filled with challenges and uncertainties, including the infamous pandemic. Despite everything, Pictoreal
has been a constant source of support and inspiration, making my college journey all the more memorable and fulfilling.

I've been very fortunate to have the privilege of collaborating with a multitude of exceptionally talented and ingenious
individuals. From designing multiple posters and logos to adeptly organising a wide array of events and activities, every
experience has been a valuable learning opportunity. Over time, | have honed my skills in leadership and management,
enabling me to successfully navigate the myriad of challenges | faced while leading a team.

To all the readers, | hope that as you turn the pages of this magazine, you get enlightened by the transformative power of
art and its invaluable role in shaping our world. As we celebrate this milestone, we are grateful for your continued support
and encouragement, and we look forward to bringing you more stories and insights in the years to come.

This magazine transcends beyond a mere collection of articles, photographs, and artwork; it embodies our community,
passions, and aspirations. It is an unparalleled platform for the students, faculty, and staff to voice their ideas, narratives,
and experiences. Over the years, Pictoreal has flourished into a tradition that forges an unbreakable bond between us,
encapsulating the essence of our college. The club is not just limited to the realm of the magazine. We are a community
dedicated to influencing society through our activities and events. We believe in the potential of the arts to inspire and the
prowess of social services to make a positive impact.

1 would like to express my sincere gratitude to Dr. P. T. Kulkarni and Dr. S. T. Gandhe for their unwavering support and
encouragement towards our club's endeavours. Their vision and leadership have played a crucial role in creating an
environment that fosters creativity, innovation, and social responsibility. | would also like to extend my heartfelt thanks to
our magazine coordinators, Mr. N. P. Sapkal and Mr. A. A. Chavan, for their guidance and mentorship, without which this
magazine would not have been possible. Their tireless efforts and dedication have helped shape the future of our club, and
we are truly grateful for everything they have done.

To the upcoming batches, | implore you to seize the opportunity presented before you with zeal and enthusiasm. You are
the heirs to a long, distinguished legacy of creativity and service fostered by this club for over 25 years. | encourage you to
harness the skills and knowledge you gain through this club and use them to create a positive transformation. Creativity is
not merely about crafting something aesthetically pleasing, but rather it is the catalysing force for a positive change.

In conclusion, | express my profound gratitude to all the members who have played a role in the club’s journey throughout
these years. Your tireless diligence and unwavering commitment have enabled us to accomplish remarkable feats. | am
confident that this legacy will continue for years to come.
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It feels like yesterday when we were enrolling
ourselves as the club members and now all the way
upto being design heads we have surely came a
long way. From being those clueless creatives to
now leading them has really been an enthralling
journey.

— What makes Pictoreal's magazine stand out is that
it is not only written but also designed by the
students themselves and leading these creative
minds for the Silver Jubilee Volume has surely been
an amazing opportunity.

. Janhavi Salunke
. Venkatesh Joshi

We have always believed that a good design needs no explanation and we stood by it. From
designing posters to all the way upto designing the front page and logo for the 25 Volume we
learned a lot and passed on all of it to the younger designers.

It was a surreal experience to serve the 25" Volume of Pictoreal and looking backwards we are
surely going to miss all these moments.

With the hope that the coming batches show the same or even more enthusiasm we pass on this
legacy.

Editing Heads

The surge of joy, the thrill of anticipation, and
finally the weight of detachment. Such is the
complex chain of emotions that we have felt while
working at Pictoreal. From being just members and
facing the scrutiny of our seniors to guiding the
next generation of writers and thinkers as editing
heads, our journey has been fruitful. We are
extremely proud to present to you, the culmination :
of the team's efforts - ‘Odyssey’. fyneaaie e
Baljeet Singh epd 4

Well-crafted words can have a profound impact on Pravin Gurjar _—
shaping opinions, fostering understanding, and :
sparking positive change.

Only through the written word can we truly express the depths of our emotions. It breathes life
into our thoughts, allowing us to give voice to the joy, the sorrow, and the passion that resides
within us. We have tried our best to capture the essence of PICT's brightest minds and shape the
legacy we leave behind. It gives us immense pleasure to see that Volume 25 has finally come out.
We are grateful to have gotten the opportunity to work on the Silver Jubilee Edition.

Pictoreal will always hold a very special place in our hearts.
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Pictosocial Heads

Our journey as Pictosocial Heads has been a
perpetual learning experience, brimming with
beautiful and heart-touching memories.

From social visits to differently-abled schools and
old age homes to career guidance sessions at
government schools and career mantras for
college students, we have strived to make a
Atmaja Mali positive difference in the lives of those we interact
Madhur Mundada with. We have also organized impactful initiatives
such as blood donation drives and donation drives
for animal orphanages and schools.

Witnessing the radiant smiles on the faces of the children during our school visits has given us
unparalleled satisfaction. Likewise, the joy and fulfillment we have felt through each donation
have been immeasurable. As the Heads of the Picto-Social Team, we are proud of the
enthusiasm and passion demonstrated by our team of over 100 dedicated volunteers. Their
commitment has consistently inspired us to push the boundaries and strive for greater
achievements in each subsequent event.

To our successive team leads, ultimately our goal remains the same - to spread hope and
kindness. We firmly believe that even the smallest acts of compassion can make a significant
difference in someone's life. Together, let's continue to create meaningful change, uplift those in
need, and build a more compassionate and equitable society for all. SN

Event Managers

It's a roller coaster of a ride from being designers,
editors, artists in junior year to go on to participate
in these events and eventually host and coordinate
an entire event yourself. And one day suddenly -
BOOM! you are the managing heads for events!

From being interviewed as juniors to interviewing,
guiding and supporting juniors, today we are proud 0
to have an amazing team that marvelously Avishkar Kakade
organised your beloved Manthan, Pics-o-Reel, BE Shr_eé;Sandankar
photoshoot and Parichay. S Ly

It's a great opportunity to be able to organise wide ranging events aimed at overall development
of individuals through activities that benefit students' oratory skills, artistic skills along with
doing our part for social causes through Donation drive, Career guidance, Blood donation drive.

The thought process, planning and execution behind these events give us immense thrill as
these events add intricacy and diverse shades of activities to the club that makes our annual
magazine.
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ubl

blic Relations Officer

We are immensely pleased to maintain the team
spirit of team PICTOREAL from being a volunteer to
working as Public Relation Officers. As PROs, we
had the honor of staying in contact with talented
personalities who we had the pleasure of
interviewing. It was a wonderful experience
interacting with all the team members and faculty
members of PICT.

Omkar Pawar

Aishwarya Mirashi . : : i
Mihir Rajpathak We thoroughly enjoyed each bit of this amazing

journey.

As PR officers, it is our job to make sure that our magazine reaches a wider audience and is
well-received by the community. We hope that you enjoy reading this issue as much as we
enjoyed putting it together.

Treasurer

A spectrum of emotions- nostalgia and pride rises
from my heart, as | gaze upon my time in Pictoreal.
What began with tweaking words as an editor
culminated with tuning figures as Treasurer. Skills
were honed, lessons were learned, mistakes were
made, and a lifetime of memories was earned, as |
sailed on this odyssey.

A,

Sl 10
™ 1

Pictoreal, in my experience, was a glue enough to
bind oneself to the ethos of this august institute-
PICT. For the past 25 years, it has been a mural of ST ey
life in PICT, and | am delighted beyond measure to Ankush Bhalerao
be a drop of this ocean, a part of its rich legacy.
Pictoreal, as | see it, is a celebration of the spirit of life, the beauty of diversity, and the power of
creativity. The club’'s commitment to excellence pushed me to the brink and compelled me to
unleash my full potential.

| found a few of the finest folks in this realm of imagination. Even in the most trying of times, |
found a helping hand from the coordinator and seniors. Juniors, with their enthusiasm, and
passion, leave me with no doubt while | pass on the baton. As | bid farewell to PICTOREAL and the
college, | am filled with a sense of gratitude for the experiences | have had and the bonds | have
made. | am reminded of the words of Oscar Wilde: "Memory... is the diary that we all carry about
with us." In that diary, Picto-family and PICT will hold a special place, forever etched in my heart
as a time of growth, learning, and friendships. Thank you, Pictoreal, for being the vessel that
carried me on this incredible journey.
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Social Med

a Heads

We are glad to be a part of this large family and
particularly of a very trending and informative
domain, social media. In this entire journey, we
have learned a lot of things such as using creative
formats and experimenting with emerging trends
to keep our club at the forefront of digital
engagement.

Avishkar Kakade
Siddhi Patil
A Yash Desai

Social media has been a powerful tool to amplify
the initiatives and achievements of our club by
sharing success stories and milestones.

The most challenging part of the entire journey was to create a digital space that members,
faculty, and alumni can call their own. Continuous engagement with the audience, promoting
events and activities, creating inspiring content, leveraging influencer collaborations,
monitoring analytics and feedback, embracing innovation and trends have been the pillars of our
success throughout the year.

To our successive heads , let's seize the power of social media to strengthen Pictoreal
community, promote our initiatives, and create a positive online presence that reflects the
vibrancy of Pictoreal.

Photography Heads

Photography is an art form that has the power to
transcend boundaries, speak volumes without
uttering a single word, and evoke emotions that
words often fail to express.

It is through the collective vision and skills of our
photography team that we've been able to capture
and showcase the events conducted by Pictoreal X B
for the Silver Jubilee volume. Baljeet Singh

The photographs clicked by the photography team Aishwarya Mirashi
will be cherished and treasured for volumes to Yash Desai
come, serving as a beautiful reminder of this

special 25" Volume.

g

All the events, especially the BE photoshoot was conducted very smoothly due to exceptional
dedication by the members of the photography team. It has been an incredible journey for us to
be able to capture these moments for the very special 25™ Volume. We want to express our
heartfelt appreciation to every volunteer of the photography team for their dedication and the
hours they have invested to capture these memories for every event conducted during this
volume.
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PictoTech Head

"Technology is not just a tool, but a catalyst for
innovation and limitless possibilities.”

My journey from a humble volunteer, creating basic
pages and functionalities for the Pictoreal website,
to being appointed as the Technical Head, has been
an exhilarating one. Throughout this journey, | have
learned to harness the power of technology to
elevate the club's activities and foster a
collaborative environment where our collective
skills and expertise give birth to innovative
solutions.

Among the many memorable experiences, the creation of the Pics-o-reel platform stands out.
From meticulously selecting the color theme to planning, documentation, and precise execution
of essential elements, the process provided invaluable insights into the professional world and
served as an exceptional learning opportunity.

As the Technical Head, | wholeheartedly encourage future leaders in the technical domain to
embrace technology as a tool for innovation and growth. Together, let us forge a vibrant and
forward-thinking community that leverages technology for positive change.

Marketing Head

“..and what about the money?” was one of the
most obvious questions that loomed over my mind
when | was picked for this role. And what a
rollercoaster it has been! It wasn't one of those
tasks that stood out in the limelight, unlike the
magazine or any of its wonderful events.

It played its part in being in the shadows, planning
out its next steps until D-day had come and the
budget was approved.

Ayush Gala

It wasn't just about funding the activities of the club, but rather investing in the growth and
empowerment of fellow PICTians. | sure do hope that the future generations of Pictoreal
volumes get to truly experience the marvel of marketing. Congratulations team for a successful
Volume 25!
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PICT - A Symphony of Excellence

Nestled in the heart of Pune - the “Oxford of the East”, a city known for its rich cultural
heritage and dynamic tech industry, lies Society of Computer Technologv and Research's
ErTDY Nissaes lnedid ~ e Ca # Tarhmalac: (DICTY IMiF A lacae cla- e o]

\winj rulic |||::|.||.ul.c Ul \.uulput.cu IC!-IIII!..JI!...I'E'*I \rFivij. II"II'II.II a Idagi ‘DIICIIIJ IU\-U: Uil at.auculu.
excellence, research, and innovation, PICT has earned a reputation as one of India's premier
institutions for computer education, attracting a diverse and passion-driven student body
from around the country. Founded in 1983 by visionary stalwarts like - Shri. Gopal Krishna, Shri.
N..Ramakrishna, and Shri. R. S. Kothavale - PICT has been at the forefront of computer

education and research for almost four decades.

From its inaugural batch of 60 students in 1983, the institute now hosts 3000+ scholars
enrolled in a range of undergraduate and postgraduate programs in Computer Engineering,
Electronics and Telecommunication Engineering, and Information Technology to meet the
demands of the rapidly growing tech industry. Under the patronage of the SCTR, PICT has
flourished. The Director, Dr. P. T. Kulkarni and the Principal, Dr. S. T. Gandhe, have played
instrumental roles in PICT's success.

PICT holds a prominent position among engineering institutes in India. It is approved by the All
India Council for Technical Education (AICTE), affiliated with Savitribai Phule Pune University
(SPPU), and has received numerous accreditations and rankings. It has been ranked 8 (2015)
among all private engineering institutes in India and first among all private engineering
institutes in Maharashtra. PICT is University Grant Commission (UGC) approved and ISO
9001:2015 certified. All of its undergraduate programs are National Board of Accreditation
(NBA) accredited. The institute has also been accredited by National Assessment and
Accreditation Council (NAAC) in its 4th cycle (Grade 'A+') and has been awarded Grade ‘A’ by the
Directorate of Technical Education (DTE), Government of Maharashtra

PICT is a serene oasis of learning spread over 5 acres. The picturesque campus is adorned with
lush greenery, blooming flowers, and winding pathways, providing a conducive environment
for growth. The campus furnishes ample sports and recreational facilities. Several specialized
research facilities aid the students and faculty engaged in research and development
activities. The library at PICT is a treasure trove of knowledge and resources, with a collection
of over 3200 books, 634 e-Books, and a variety of journals and periodicals. Modern and
spacious smart classrooms equipped with advanced Information and Communication
Technology (ICT) tools, create a dynamic and interactive learning experience for the students.
The institute also has an impressive auditorium, well-equipped seminar halls, a computer
center, and a research center to meet the diverse academic needs of the students.

PICT is well-known for producing academic achievers in university examinations. The college
has been a pioneer in encouraging innovation and entrepreneurship through its
Entrepreneurship Development Cell (EDC) & Business Incubation Center (BIC). The Start-up
Innovation Cell (SIC) is another endeavor to bring to fruition innovative ideas, findings, and

ST o




one of the most sought-after cells in the institute. It is an aerodrome for young
undergraduates and postgraduates who aim to reach greater heights in their careers. The
institute prides itself on its extensive alumni network, with many students having established
successful companies, developing ground-breaking technologies, and much more.

PICT's student chapters, such as PICT-ACM, PICT-IEEE and PICT-CSI organize various technical
events, while clubs such as PICT Art Circle, Pictoreal, PICT DebSoc, PICT MUN, PICT TEDx and
PICT NSS cater to interests ranging from soft-skills to social activities. Apart from these widely
recoghized student chapters, clubs such as the PICT Automaobile Club, GameDevUtopia, PICT
Robotics, etc. provide the students with a platform to develop and explore niche skill sets that
power state-of-the-art technologies in the modern industry.

Impetus and Concepts (InC), the flagship technical event of PICT, has been organized for over 35
years. It is an intercollegiate international competition that attracts bright minds from India
and abroad. Attractive prize money and even job offers from corporate giants are the
highlights of this event. The college's annual cultural fest, ‘Addiction’, showcases the talents of
its vibrant student community and adds to the memorable experiences at PICT. The campus
comes alive with the infectious spirit of camaraderie and excitement, making it an
unforgettable experience for everyone.

As one delves into the rich history of Pune Institute of Computer Technology, it evolves that it
is a college that has nurtured eminence in every possible field. From its cutting-edge
infrastructure to exceptional faculty, and diverse range of extracurricular activities, PICT has
everything to offer as one of the most prestigious institutes in the country. PICT's
commitment to excellence, combined with its passionate and dedicated student community,
has made it a true beacon of education and inspiration. For all those who have had the privilege
of being a part of the PICT community, the memaries of this incredible institution will
undoubtedly last a lifetime.

~ Ankush Bhalerao
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05 PICTOREAL

1985

i ! Founding year of Pictorial! 2002
Message of appreciation = ‘Pictorial’ officially renamed
from then Chief Minister | 1992 | to 'Pictoreal’ portraying the
Shri. Shivajirao Patil et : ] .
e | Relaunch of Pictorial Real picture of PICT. First
Nilangekar. Magazine after 5 years. : : :
. ; : ever interview section
- Last volume in Bhavani introd d with th
==y Peth Campus. . m, faguce Wl_ ,e
interview of Pandit Bhimsen

Joshi.

First Horizontal magazine of
Pictoreal!

l 2010

PICTPREAL

B o
b

>

2012
Introducing
Donation Drive! An
opportunity for
PICTians to give
back to the society.

, 2009

Introducing our flagship
event- Pics-o-Reel!

2007

First ever volume to feature

colored pages. ) ' 2008 2011
. T : FRIEN.DS. The Earth '
=

10" Volume Anniversary.
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TIMELINE

2013 C el -
The fattest volume of i 2016 [
Pictoreal ever! 191 pages! I

The inception of
MANTHAN- 'Think,
Explore, Express’

2017

2014
The thinnest volume of
Pictoreal ever! 101 pages.

2018
Perspective
Perspective is what allows
you to choose whether to
trip and fall in hard times or
‘turn it into a graceful dance,

2023
A MANIFESTATION
OF 25 VOLUMES OF
HARDWORK!

2019

l 2020 ‘
| Abstract N
Pictoreal's battle through \ " poTOREAL

covid! First completely
online magazine!

2021

Kshitij

There are no horizons that
cannot be reached, no <
shackles that cannot be %

broken. g
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Beyond Myths and Legends

In the realm of literature, there exists a masterpiece that transcends time and
space, capturing the very essence of the human experience. Homer's epic poem,
"The Odyssey," weaves a tapestry of profound meanings and dramatic lessons
that continue to reverberate through the ages. As we embark on a journey to
explore the depths of the Odyssey, we unravel a saga that mirrors the struggles
and triumphs of modern-day values and ethics, resonating with an enduring and
resolute call to our souls.

One of the central themes in the epic of Odyssey is the power of perseverance in
the face of adversity. Odysseus, the protagonist, endures numerous challenges
and setbacks during his arduous jourmney back home. His unwavering
determination to return to his family and kingdom can be seen as a metaphor for
the importance of persistence in achieving one's goals in modern life. Even today,
success often requires dedication, resilience, and the ability to overcome
obstacles with a steadfast spirit.

Throughout his journey, Odysseus encounters various temptations that offer
immediate gratification but pose long-term risks. The enchanting songs of the
Sirens, a half-bird half-woman creature who lured sailors into destruction by the
sweetness of her song, the luxurious captivity of Calypso, a devastatingly
beautiful but cursed goddess-nymph, ands the seductive allure of the
Lotus-Eaters, all symbolize the distractions and vices that candivert individuals
from their true path. In today's world, where instant gratification and validation
are often sought after, this lesson serves as a reminder to prioritize long-term
goals.over the much more appealing short-term pleasures.

Odysseus's unwavering loyalty to his family and kingdom, as well as the loyalty he
Inspires in his companions, serves as a testament to the significance of steadfast
relationships. In today's fast-paced and interconnected world, where
relationships are sometimes undervalued, we are often reminded of the
importance of nurturing bonds with loved ones and fostering loyalty in” both
personal and professional spheres. It teaches us that enduring relationships are
sources of strength and support during challenging times.
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Any journey or expedition presents a multifaceted exploration of human nature
through its diverse characters. Odysseus himself embodies both admirable traits,
such as intelligence and courage, as well as flawed characteristics, like pride and
impulsiveness. Similarly, the gods and goddesses in the story exhibit a wide range
of virtues and vices. This portrayal of human complemty resonates W|th

individuals. It reminds us that people are not simply heroes or villains but are
capable of a rich tapestry of qualities.

The character flaw of hubris, or excessive pride, is a recurring theme in the
Odyssey. Odysseus's pride often leads to negative consequences, his prolonged
journey, and the suffering endured by his crew. The dangers of unchecked pride
and overconfidence, haunt us constantly and we are reminded to maintain
humility and respect for others in our pursuits. In a world where self-promotion
and arrogance can be prevalent, this lesson serves as a reminder of the perils of
hubris and the importance of humility.

Odysseus is confronted with moral dilemmas that test his integrity. From the
temptation of the Lotus-Eaters to the treacherous encounter with the Cyclops
Polyphemus, he grapples with difficult choices that carry profound ethical
implications. In @ modern society where moral ambiguity can be prevalent, our
journeys compel us to reflect on our own actions and decisions, challenging us to
uphold our moral compass even in the face of adversity. As we embark on our own
odysseys threugh life, the ethical challenges we encounter may not involve
mythical creatures or ancient gods, but they carry equal weight and significance.
We must strive to lead lives of integrity, honour, and virtue, shaping a society that
upholds ethical values even in the face of adversity.

- Ayush Gala

"Mythology is not mere folklore,
It is a profound reflection of the human experience.
Within the mythical tapestries lie timeless truths,
Lessons that resonate across the ages."
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SHE WHO CONCEALS

5 I(aly was aIWays sq astounded bv the world A glrl in her early twentles, and she had. - °
a umverse and world full of thoughts behlnd those eVes' "But " she alwavs told me,-

: thought of herself as diﬁ‘erent, but not dlfferent enough.to be unique.

"She could never stop thinking about the very little and intimate thmgs How Ilght--

. the mornlngs felt on her shoulders, how the warmth of the day crept up on her, and

‘how the nlghts aIways provided her with whispers of poetry and wishes .and. 3

.- dreams. The rays of the late euemng sun castmg shadows in her room alwav§ fllled
her with warmth. :

Wet soil giving way to the most colourful flowers she had ever seen filled her with.
: ]oy The rain hitting the windows and crashing thunder filling her with Jpeace and -
snow falling softly on roads durlng the winter made her giddy with excitement, and

she ended up with a red nose and fingertips because she- spent too long making

' snow angels and beating me in snowball fights. She loved that she could eat ¢ool ice -

creams on hot days to parch her dry throat and adored ha\nng hot chocolate on cold

,?}

‘days when her t,eeth couldn't stop chattermg. She loved sweaters and short srgeVES- :

4 :'_'tand enjoyed ownmg scarfs of her own, happy to bury her face mto as much of the
. scarf as possnble. s Iove how my heart swells every tlme I IooK around and fmd‘,‘- Ry
' 'somethmg to love. shesald "and,lam alwavs surp_"sed,when I'contlnueto f'md new o

3l How are the mstru
o:l have mu5'|c for w_

there Ro
so manv dlfferenthuage
ing héer body to a song | shg
nd The Backseat Louers. and
5; gmtars ar],d harps, dru

filled the.background of
showering, reading:and sog

2 told me when | asked her. why
thIngs that keeps me gomg, keeps m
GROGETET s and songs and the
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I've caught her multiple times, in the dead of night, hunched over her book
with a quill pen, writing stories, articulating prose and making poetry,
inspiration flowing through her body and slipping on the papers she pressed
her words and thoughts into. “Oh dear,” she said once, her cheeks red. |
guessed she was embarrassed that | had caught her writing passionately into

her book that night, while she was scribbling especially furiously,"unaware of
the world and the time and her surroundings. “lI comldn't sleep,” she
whispered so that we didn’t wake up anybody else, “and | felt sudden finesse
rip through me so | had to pen it down.” i

But she loved to write because she loved to read. If she picked up a book | had
to force her to put it down, to have her reminded that she forgot to eat lunch
because she was so engrossed in the book. She could never fathom how her
brain could imagine exactly what was written on the pa#‘,’imagining fantasy
of queens and princesses, Sci-fi's of fictional species, Thrillers of detectives
uncurling mysteries, adventures of legends afid*folktales. Not only did she
love the intricate world—building, but shesalso loved to see the characters
blossom within the story told, the world built. She loved reading about the
love between these characters, their goals,gtheir dialogues, and their
personalities. “I cry when they cry or die. | laugh when they are happy. | feel
shocked at the plot twists and betrayal and meh! at the relationships. These
characters are fictional and the world they are in ii’eated by another but
gosh.” she would sigh, *I have never felt such intense Tove and pure zeal while
reading these stories and tales. It makes me 6t to talk for hours and hours
about these books forever,” she would say, and then she would smile, her
heart full of varioushronicles, colouring | ; rainbows. The
thing is, this girl is.so full of love and stories sn
he never really shares this Wit
~always and she’s with me,

) others. No one know
song she repeatsifor hour

moulded to your being,” | tell her once, ® ‘all of these loves together, have
created®*whb you are over the vyears. ) re the music you hear and the
words you read and the thoughts you write down and the drawings you
scribble on loose pages and the worlds you create in your head. You are a
never-ending galaxy of these things and when | see you, | can see the stars
within you shine with all the love you let them nurture. What do you think
Calypso felt when she was told to let go of Odysseus,” | smile at her sadly as |
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feel the glass wall slowly break between us. “Angry mayle, devastated,
heartbroken. But she did let him leave after all that. She could have waged
war against the gods if she wanted to, but she let him leave, knowing he
wasn't supposed to be with her forever. And I don’t know for sure what

if she freed herself Iet herself Iove freelv WIthout her shackles ancl talked to
whoever she wanted to and laughed with the people around her and fought
past the doubt of judgement?.” The glass between us, cracks and crunches
and I'm staring at Kaly and just like a starburst the glass explodes, the
crystals shining like celestial bodies and now I'm staring at myself, my hair
messy and lips chapped. It was a mirror all along | think and | let my hand
hover over my heart, hearing it thump loudly. “Calypso was bound to a place,
and she wanted someone, anyone to come to save her, to give her
companionship, take her pain away,” | say shakily and now stare at myself in
my rawest form, and she looks at me, her hands shaking and fear all over her
face, my vulnerable self staring at myself. | sigh bravely before continuing -
“You aren’t. You don't have to stay here, stuck on your island, helpless and
alone and waiting. YOU have the power to leave. You have the ability to take
the first step and let yourself go of the fear. | am you, " | say with finality,” and
| know that when you love anything, you love it with so much conviction that
it doesn't matter what others think. You let yourself love SO freely that
nobody can take this away from you. And being in love this intensely with so
many things has become such an isolated feeling for you because it's too
painful to live alone, And 1 trust that if you let yourself weave through this life
by taking one small brave step at a time and sharing your love, there will be
those who understand you and will share their own joys with you and you'll
hear them talk exutedlv about their love the same way you do, and guess
what? You're going to be ecstatic. So right now, "I .say," and smile into th ﬁi-ﬂ"l k
mirror, “If all you can "do is take a small step of courage, take it. The joy anetw i
comfort that you will réceive from sharing this love with everyone else, will
one day make it all the m@re easier. Someone who conceals can also unveil,
and isn't that something to look forward to.”

~t - Manpreet Kaur Sidhu
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Habits and characteristics like waking
up at 4:00 AM, hitting the gym, never
missing a leg workout, and working
hard without simping for anyone - have
you ever encountered someone who

embodies them all? They could be the;

intriguing figure known as the Sigi

Male, In recent years, the Sigma Male"

T

has become a popular topic on social"

media, with memes, reels/shorts, and
famous Twitter accounts offering
various perspectives on this archetype.
But what exactly is a Sigma Male, and
why are people so fascinated by this
concept in the current social media
landscape? The Greek alphabet terms
before the word "male". Although there
are some similarities with the image of
a Sigma Male created by social media,
the <most commonly recognized
meaning is an idea of a person who lives
life on his own terms and is not swayed
by societal norms or standards. Society
has established rules and norms, but a
Sigma Male questions each one,
choosing to chart their own course in

social Media's
Latest &

Greatest Craze
life. This is a personality type that
represents independence and

self-reliance. There might be a question
in your mind about other types of images
of males. Again this is just a personality
type or an image, nothing absolute. Let's
talk about Beta Male, one who prioritizes
maintaining relationships and avoiding
conflict. often at the cost of standing up
for themselves or pursuing their goals.
This is a personality type that represents
independence and self-reliance. There
might be a question in your mind about
other types of images of males. Again
this is just a personality type or an image,
nothing absolute. Let's talk about Beta
Male, one who prioritizes maintaining
relationships and avoiding conflict, often
at the cost of standing up for themselves
or pursuing their goals. Now that we have
got an idea of what Sigma male is, let's
understand why there is a rise in this
topic on social media. Young people today
are more independent than previous
generations. In the past, poverty and a
lack of choices led to a focus on hard
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work and survival. During the teenage years of our grandparents or
parents, people often died from hunger, but today it is almost
impossible to die from starvation. Basic needs like food, shelter, and

express themselves freely and has contributed to the rise of interest in
independent personalities. Sigma male is one of those personalities. Let
us now see how this Sigma Male archetype is having an impact on
traditional norms and expectations of masculinity. The concept of a
"sigma male" did not exist in early times, so it is not directly comparable
to traditional notions of masculinity before the 1900s. However, there
are some similarities between the two, such as valuing physical
strength, bravery, and self-reliance. Now moving on to the differences
which include the fact that traditional masculinity often emphasizes the
desire for power in hierarchical social structures, while a sigma male
mindset tends to prioritize autonomy and individuality over conformity
to social norms. Additionally, sigma males tend to be comfortable with
being alone and finding fulfillment outside of traditional relationships,
while traditional masculinity often emphasizes the importance of being
part of a group or social network.

Like any concept or idea, the sigma male has both supporters and
haters. Let's now understand what the critiques of sigma male have to
say. So some critics say that the sigma male idea tends to support
individualism which leads to people becoming lonelier than before. The
person following this notion becomes more selfish and lacks concern for
others and according to the critics this may lead to the downfall of
society in general. If one learns from social media content, which is not
the right place to get used to this idea, this leads to a toxic relationship
of that person with other people. However, supporters of the sigma
male mindset argue that it offers a useful alternative to traditional
notions of masculinity that can be oppressive or limiting and that it
promotes a greater degree of personal freedom and authenticity. Now
moving away from this debatable part of the topic we will now see how
this notion generated some cheerful memes on social media. The song
you may have heard on shorts or reels has lyrics that go like this: "Don't
freeeet, | don't ever wanna see you, and | never wanna meet you
agaaaain. One thiiiing when you're angry, you're a jerk, and then you
treat me like I'm worth nothiiiing" and it's accompanied by cool beats
and a guy making weird faces. These videos are entertaining to watch,
as the concept of the sigma male is taken to the extreme, and some
humor or entertainment is generated out of it. You may have also seen
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black and white memes featuring a masculine figure, a gentleman
with a great jawline who is fit as hell, followed by an entertaining
quote such as "l don’t believe in God, God believes in me - sigma
male." Sigma male memes can be both funny and insightful because

they often playfully exaggerate the characteristics and behaviors
associated with the Sigma male mindset. By humorously
presenting these traits, the memes can provide lighthearted
commentary on different aspects of our society.

We've discussed the past and present effects of the sigma male
archetype. Now, let's talk about the future of this archetype
and its increasing popularity, and what impact it could have on
the future of masculinity, both positive and negative. Most
social media content related to the sigma male is consumed by
people from Gen Z. These individuals could potentially benefit
from developing more self-confidence, self-reliance, and
independence, as they learn to make decisions on their own
and explore new ideas outside of societal norms. This could
foster creativity and personal growth. However, the concept of
the sigma male could also create a harmful stereotype of
masculinity, putting extra pressure on individuals to conform
to a specific set of traits, which could negatively impact their
mental health. Additionally, prioritizing individualism above all
else could lead to social isolation and a lack of collaboration,
which could have negative consequences in both personal and
professional relationships.
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"_'_f"_f_'---::'_'-'-Z_The vnbratmn that glves rise to__;-'
f*--__.__-sound and the harmonlous sound;'."--

 that leads to exquisite music, is

o :truly one of the finest creations of a
~divine entity. This divine composer
~ skillfully utilized natural elements

. such as the ﬂow of air, water
. currents, the gentle wh|spers of
~ wind through trees, the melodious

_ chirping of birds,
~_sounds of clouds, and above all, the

- resounding 'Sound of the Cosmos'
o -3-'-_"-_kn0wn as "Ommm...

~ means through WhICh the divine
~ communicates with us. No other
& musical
'._.'____"_-_'-_'.'encompass such a multitude of
performances as these original
o -'-_mus:cal notes. In the modern age,
o muisic s
~ thanks to the invention of new
~ musical

_ _"-:;_-;--and the changmg preferences  of
_"_"'_-'-"‘.mdlwduals ‘However, amidst this
~_ modern and dynamlc music, | still.
- find solace in classical music, as it
;_possesses a soothmg and healmg'___'
i quallty e
~  During: my chlldhood
"'_":_'_:-_claSSIcal music and practlced it |
~regularly. I vividly recall that those
2 ,two hours dedlcated to music were'.

" These are the

_ arrangement can

contmually

mstruments and the

‘the ethereal

evolving,

' Partlcularly in

hold
'sometlmes -
' '|mportance of the notes themselves i e
_exploration of
music's enchantment researchers_f-

from NIMHANS have dlscovered__:ﬁ__._:’..-.
that llstemng to Indlan classucal

learned

the hlghllght of my entn‘e day All'l

the stress accumulated throughout'
the day would dlSSlpate with the =
resonant tunes of the harmonium
and tabla, accompamed by the
enchantlng ‘melodies of various
_ragas. The euphoria | expenenced{-'}_-_-';_"::-,_;
when | reached the perfect notewas
‘the most grahfymg aspect ofitall.
My personal favorite raga is (Raga;_
Bageshri). Now, let us delve into the
- What

broader realm of music. G
exactly is music? Music is the artful--ﬁ___” o
arrangement of sounds

when arranged d|fferently

tremendous
surpassmg

Continuing our

When
sounds are arranged in a certam]___;_?-
manner, they become noise, but
theyfé-]--{--“ .
transform into melody or music.
Melodies - transcend chords and
rhythm. They can assume varlousf;--'__f'_..
forms and sizes, featuring lyricsor .
remammg purely mstrumental They: o
can be played at high or low pitches.
Indian classical =
_music, the intervals between notes'_{’f .
Sigmﬁcance_ L



- music has beneficial effects on the ;
_cognitive functions of p'atients-_.'-"--"'f'
with Schizophrenia, a severe
mental disorder charactenzed b
abnormal interpretations
reality. Classwal music also
mdlwduals WIth stamm

ments ":-:and

are the main challenges face\_
~ those who stammer, and. lea

and so on —hel 2
control over the vi '?”__an.xiety. "

- mstrument
high- quallty

__-arlmba or
instruments w:th
_"'_such as Tibetan
'bowls crystal._-_ _




"‘The Malkous Raga all ecstatic rang
Till blrds and beasts, enchanted as he sang,

Gathered to hear. o'er Akbar's dreami . esagl
He felt the waves of heavenly "apt ‘

But as he turned to speak h|s wor@.




Think of when zinc atoms come in
contact with the salt solution, which
causes them to dissolve and leave
behind two electrons that, when
confined in a closed circuit, race to the
other side, probably to the Cu atoms or
the other ones that have more affinity
for electrons, and bam, we just

produced electricity! But haveyouUevets

wondered about how this happgss in
the human body? About how#he zaps
are produced in your neryé€cells or the
living electricity thags enough to
power a bulb (nearly20 watts)?

| bet that is an gffen more fascinating
science! Let's @iWe even deeper, and by
that | meange need to scrutinise the
inside offf a neuron a small
crogs-segfion of it for that matter.
Wheney€r a neuron is at rest, there are
positiye ions outside and negative ions
insidgy’ which in the case of a squid
measures to -70 mV of potential
diffirence. Whenever there is brain
activity, the positive ions rush in, and
the negative ions are pushed out of
the neural membrane. Guess what?
This is nothing but a movement of
charges and, ultimately, electricity.

Whoah! That's pretty darn cool, isn't it?
This may come off as trivial to a multitude,
but this is one of the many phenomena
that keep happening daily that fascinate
e. Okay, if this didn't impress vyou,
another illustration. Stretch out your hand
and measure the distance from vyour
shoulder to the elbow and then from your

mingertip. The ratio in both
d 1:1.6. This doesn't
5 megasure from the
urthest point of youk, finger to the
pottom of vyour finger from the
e a look at

A he golden
erges from
ists have
pattern is
ain system,
B systems.
e helix of DNA,
of our
neal-thed ale=
Here's something surprising to freak you
out: even oudr human brain is naturally
attracted to facial symmetry, which is due
to the golden ratio. And certainly, we tend
to categorise people as handsome
beautiful because their facial construction




ratio. Voila, that's
you had a
g on next,
recall the
ce and
nce, the
certain

ﬂts the 0 olden

phenomenon w

surfaces appear to change colour as
the angle of view or illumination
(:hanges'J And also, how does nature

more intriguing. We are about to call
forth the Crimson Topaz, a species of
hummlngblrd that stunned me when I

pigmentation; keratln, WhICh makes
up the feather; and lastly, air. But
heres the catch! The colour doesn't

il it comes from
g feathers are
*equid zoom in on

bubbles When Ilght is madent on the
feather, some of them reflect and

some refract, which, when
interfering, produces a range of
colours depending on the angle of
incidence and wavelengths. If
Crimson Topaz did not dazzle you, let

the angle of incidence and
Crimson Topaz did not
bring in beetles, specif
called weevil. Trust me :
creatures are impressive when |t comes to
iridescence. Not all of the
but thousands of the
named J. B. S. Haldane o
did have a creator, he
fondness for beetles." And | must say
the unbelievable colour
them unrealistic. Speci
looks as if it were dippe
you ask, we can dra
concept that flies on
humming birds. But here
crystals in place of
structures. Light is inciden
which is made up of chitin
layers are spaced out just
of hundred billionths of a
that certain colours a
them and interfere in 3D
destructively, causing the
tiny LED bulbs.
Whoa! Aren't these so i
they are even blessed W
nature, whereas | have to s
to have a wardrobe wit
lol? The reason certainl
to protect themsel
predators, to attract a mate, to ascer
that they can nurture t
them, and lastly, to
thermoregulation.
Back to the topic! | have always nurtured
the child in me, the one with. &
indestructible sense of
makes me dwell as a |z
mysteries or beauties around me,
of nature that renew the excitement of




living in me. But it appears to me that
this instinct for what is awe-inspiring
is dimmed even before people reach
adulthood. The reason is the system
of learning we go through, wherein

more emphasis is laid on learning a
specific set of skills and knowledge,
which limits the scope for individual
creativity, and the race for grades,
which creates a culture where
students prefer memorization of
concepts even if they are not able to
wrap their heads around them at
times. Anyway, you made it to this line
of the article, which implies my pen
has cast its spell on you. But it has to
come to an end, right?

Let me conclude it on the
following lines taken from an
essay | read a time ago: "If |
influenced the good fairy who is
supposed to preside over the
christening of all children, |

should ask that her gift to each

child in the world be a sense of
wonder so indestructible that it
would last throughout life, as an
unfailing antidote against the
boredom and disenchantments of

later years. Those who
contemplate the beauty of the
earth find reserves of strength
that will endure as long as life
lasts. There is symbolic as well as
actual beauty in the migration of
the birds, the ebb and flow of the
tides, and the folded bud ready for
spring. There is something
infinitely healing in the repeated
refrains of nature — the assurance
that dawn comes after night and
spring after the winter."

- Aarya Badhe
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Food! Even by reading the word you must have got water in your mouths. Indulging in
dehuous food is a universal pleasure that transcends cultural boundaries. Whether it's
avoring a steaming bowl of noodtes, refishing perfectly boiled eggs, oreven baking a cake,
our love for food knows no bounds. However, for those of us living the hostel life, where
resources and cooking facilities may be limited, finding creative and inexpensive ways to
prepare satisfying meals becomes a thrilling challenge. Why consume junk food after along
day of college classes? In this article, we'll explore some ingenious hacks to whip up
mouthwatering dishes using a simple kitchen appliance that resides in almost every hostel
room—the ht.&? kettle. Yes, you heard it right! With a little creativity and these easy
reci youycan a‘rqyour kettle into a culinary ally, enabling you to enjoy homemade
delig |thout the h tensive cleaning. I'll bring you some inexpensive, simple

astel Trust me it will be worth your time for making the

reupes \/0 n prepare
scru ettle food: »

1. First up on our cullnary adventure is the classic favorite - Maggi. However, making Maggi
a kettle and then cleaning up afterward can be quite a chore. Fear not, as we have a
t%'u g\nng hack that en‘sures a delicious bowl! of Maggi without the stress of scrubbing
pots and pans. We'll guide you through the steps to create a flavorsome Maggi masala
paste and show you how to mix it effortlessly with the boiled noodles, leayifig \
scrumptious meal and a clean kettle. ,
a) Pour water into a kettle and put the Magg[ noodle cake [n it.
b) Switch on the kettle keeping the fi PO ed*ork until the
noodles become soft.
c) Put the Maggi masala on a plate and pour gome bouled water on it to make a paste.
d) Drain the remaining water from the kettle and then remove the noodles and'mix it with
the Maggi masala paste. Making Maggi in th:s manner spares you the stress of cleaning the

kettle.

2. Boiled Eggs
If you-own a kettle, you must have notlced that |t automatically switches off when it
ertain temPerature, but it takes 15 mins to perfectly boil an egg. So what should

4nto a kettle and put eggs in lt
b0|l and when the kettle S\itches.a .‘ 00 r out the water.

N ‘w.




3. Cake
But why stop at just savory delights? Let's delve into the realm of desserts and
explore the surprising possibility of making a cake in a kettle. Yes, you read that
correctly — a cake! With only a plastic or steel glass and a few ingredients, you
can whip up a delightful pancake-style cake or even a decadent Oreo cake. We'll
take you through the process, including a nifty hack to melt chocolate using
your trusty kettle. A
) It your choice to make a pancake: txpe ca
b) M| ncake batter/crushed Orebg’ang mllk
o ," kK
$ c) Pour t batter in’?o Iass PD%K Some water Jnto tﬁ&
glass inside the kettle. . LR 4 I g
d) Cover the kettle and |€ OER'K&B checkﬁ"rﬁ the cake‘ ta i
- inside the cake If the k fe mes out dqen thétTvqur cake |s\eady T 0\
e) If you want to add cwlate you can add: A§0 ‘heres a‘hack fpr

chotolate. Put your chocolate (with wfapper) \nw the ‘Fli e@Lm W
Switch it on then \/ourlcpocoi'aue W%It ew{!‘,\m : "Tx ', ;{ X
- A

r an Oreo cake.
' ’1&; batter is thick and
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taking over from Indonesia. Let's get to know the significance of this Presidential stint
and what it holds for India.

What is the G20?

G20 or 'Group of 20' is a group of the world's 20 largest economies. It comprises 19
countries (Argentina, Australia, Brazil, Canada, China, France, Germany, India, Indonesia,
Italy, Japan, the Republic of Korea, Mexico, Russia, Saudi Arabia, South Africa, Turkiye, the
United Kingdom, and the United States) and the European Union. The G20 is a premier
intergovernmental forum, like the G7 but its primary focus is on international economic
cooperation. The forum is integral in shaping and strengthening global governance and
mitigating all major international economic issues. To put it into perspective, the member
nations of the G20 represent around 85% of the global GDP, almost Two-Third of the
world's population, and amassed close to 75% of the world trade.

The G20 was conceived as a response to the series of economic crises that took place
throughout the world in the late 1990s. These crises prompted the creation of a new,
broader permanent group of major world economies that could discuss and tackle global
economic issues.

How does the G20 work?

The G20 does not have a permanent secretariat, meaning no country holds the presidency
throughout, rather the group's chair rotates annually among the members. It's the
responsibility of the incumbent chair to establish a temporary secretariat for the duration
of its term, coordinate the group's work, organize meetings, and host the marguee G20
Heads of State and Government Summit.

The G20 functions with two parallel tracks - the Finance Track and the Sherpa Track.
Finance Ministers and Central Bank Governors lead the Finance Track while the sherpas,
who are emissaries of leaders of member countries lead the Sherpa Track.

Within the two tracks, there are several thematically oriented working groups in which
representatives from the relevant ministries of the member countries as well as from
invited/guest countries and various international organizations participate. These working
groups meet regularly throughout the term of each presidency. The Sherpas oversee the
discussions and negotiations over the agenda items for the Summit and coordinate the
substantive work of the G20. In addition to this, there are various Engagement Groups that
bring together civil societies, parliamentarians, think tanks, women, youth, labour,
businesses, and researchers of the G20 countries.
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India’s G20 Presidency

India holds the Presidency of the G20 from 15t December 2022 to 30" November 2023. India's G20
Presidency theme, "Vasudhaiva Kutumbakam" or "One Earth -One Family -One Future," draws
inspiration from an ancient Sanskrit scripture called the Maha Upanishad. This theme
emphasizes the significance of all forms of life, including humans, animals, plants, and
MICroorganisin and their mterdependence ofr arth and beyond. AISO empodie
(Lifestyle for Environment), which underscores the importance of making environmentally
sustainable and responsible choices in our daily lives, both at the personal and national levels.
By adopting this theme, India aims to create a future that is cleaner, greener, and bluer.
India has a clear plan to promote peace, fair growth, and a system based on rules. With more
than 200 events leading up to the 2023 Summit, India aims to strengthen its agenda and focus
on six main priorities during its G20 Presidency.

This year, the working groups will concentrate on important global areas like green
development, climate finance, inclusive growth, digital economy, public infrastructure,
technology transformation, and empowering women. These efforts aim to speed up progress
towards the Sustainable Development Goals(SDG) and ensure a brighter future for coming
generations. A series of meetings have been planned, starting from December 2022 to February
2023 in host cities like Bengaluru, Chandigarh, Chennai, Guwahati, Indore, Jodhpur, Khajuraho,
Kolkata, Lucknow, Mumbai, Pune, Rann of Kutch, Surat, Udaipur, and Thiruvananthapuram.

India will host the 18" G20 Leaders' Summit, as 43 Heads of Delegations - the largest ever in the
G20-will participate in the final New Delhi Summit in September later this year. The Summit will
be a culmination of all the G20 processes and meetings held throughout the year. At the end of
the New Delhi Summit, the G20 leaders will come together to adopt a declaration. This
declaration will express their commitment to the priorities that were discussed and agreed
upon during the ministerial and working group meetings.

India's G20 Priorities:

1. Green Development, Climate Finance & LiFE

Take concrete steps to address climate change, with a focus on climate finance, technology, and
supporting fair energy transitions for developing countries. Additionally, promote the LIiFE
(Lifestyle for Environment) movement, encouraging sustainable practices based on its
traditions

2. Accelerated, Inclusive & Resilient Growth

Focus on key areas that can lead to significant structural changes. This includes providing
support to small and medium-sized enterprises in global trade, promoting labor rights and
welfare, addressing the global skills gap, and fostering inclusive agricultural value chains and
food systems

3. Accelerating Progress on SDGs

Recommitment to achieving the targets set out in the 2030 Agenda for Sustainable




Development, with a special emphasis on addressing the impact of the COVID-19
pandemic.

4. Technological Transformation & Digital Public Infrastructure

Prioritize a people-centric approach to technology and encourage the sharing of
knowledge in important areas like digital public infrastructure, financial inclusion, and the
LISE O [ecnnology OF development ir ECLOor LICN 4 aoriculture and ‘il.'o'
5. Multilateral Institutions for the 271°* Century
Put in efforts to reform multilateralism and create a more accountable, inclusive, and
representative international system that is fit for addressing 21°*-century challenges.

6. Women-led Development

Emphasize inclusive growth and development, with a focus on women's empowerment
and representation to boost socio-economic development and the achievement of SDGs.

WHAT IT HOLDS FOR INDIA?

India’s G20 Presidency comes at a very critical juncture. As the world is still dealing with the
aftermath of the Covid-19 pandemic and the geopolitical turmoil caused due to the
Russia-Ukraine conflict only makes matters worse. This gives India a rare opportunity to
shape the international response to multiple crises and reaffirm itself as a global arbiter.
As the largest democracy in the world and the fastest-growing economy, India's G20
presidency will be a significant milestone as it seeks to find practical global solutions for
the benefit of all. India’s pragmatism and ability to take part in various International
discussions only strengthen its case for permanent membership of the UN Security
Council, which has been long overdue now.

The G20 Presidency also marks the beginning of “Amritkaal”, the 25-year period beginning
from the 75" anniversary of its independence on the 15" of August 2022, leading up to the
centenary of its independence, towards a futuristic, prosperous, inclusive, and developed
society, distinguished by a human-centric approach at its core.

- Vineet Kothari
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“Good marketing makes the company look smart. Great marketing
makes the customer feel smart."
~ Joe Chernov

What color comes to your mind when one says Santa Claus? Probably the vibrant
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springs into your thoughts. But have you ever paused to ponder how this enduring
association between the beloved figure of Santa Claus and the holiday season came
to be? The answer lies in one of the most ingenious and influential marketing
strategies ever employed by a company: Coca-Cola's groundbreaking rebranding of
Santa Claus.

Before Coca-Cola's intervention, Santa Claus was not universally depicted in red
attire. In fact, the original depictions of Santa Claus from various cultural and
historical influences showcased him in a variety of colors, such as green, blue, or
even brown. In the early 1930s, Coca-Cola sought to create a marketing campaign
that would not only capture the attention of consumers but also establish a deep
and lasting connection between its brand and the spirit of Christmas. To accomplish
this, they turned to the talents of the renowned artist Haddon Sundblom. Armed
with his paintbrush, Haddon depicted Santa Claus as a jolly and robust figure,
donning a resplendent red suit. The use of this vibrant color was no accident, being
the exact color of Coca-Cola’s brand image. With its inherent ability to grab attention
and evoke excitement and joy, red Santa became the visual centerpiece of
Coca-Cola's marketing campaign. Through these illustrations, Coca-Cola succeeded
in firmly embedding the image of a red-suited Santa Claus in the minds and hearts
of people worldwide. The term "marketing" is broad and covers all the tools and
actions required to guide and facilitate the flow of goods and services from
producer to customer. The first known marketing campaign dates back to 1450,
when Johannes Gutenberg printed a two-page handbill to promote the sale of his
Bible. Coming to the present day, when OTTs are all the rage, we can all agree that
the era of TV series and waiting patiently for the next episode of our favourite
shows is sadly over. In our rapidly changing world, what the current generation
needs is efficiency and the ability to have anything and everything at our fingertips.
And who brought this change? Our dear old Netflix!

Netflix played a significant role in popularizing and mainstreaming the concept of
binge-watching. The company recognized that many of its subscribers were
consuming entire seasons of TV shows in one sitting and decided to capitalize on
this behaviour. By releasing entire seasons of original shows at once, Netflix created
a culture of binge-watching, where viewers could watch shows at their own pace
and on their own schedule. Viewers binged an entire series by finishing it in one
sitting, not only guiltlessly, but with a sense of achievement and pride.
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They made modifications to their platform to capitalize on this behaviour and this is where
marketing played a major role in making Netflix, arguably the best of OTT out there. Netflix
very wisely made use of the 4Ps of marketing: Product, Price, Place, and Promotion. The
company took several steps to create a better user experience and make binge-watching
easier for the end user. For example, releasing entire seasons at once encourages viewers to

finish shows in a single sitting. Features like ‘autoplay” and ‘skip intro” only enhanced the
experience. Furthermore, personalised recommendations and offline availability of shows
make them the best in the game. Netflix uses a variety of marketing tactics to promote its
services, including advertising campaigns, social media marketing, and content marketing.
The company also relies heavily on word-of-mouth marketing, as satisfied customers are
likely to recommend the service to their friends and family members. Talking about the
price, the company applied the concept of localisation. When first launched in India, Netflix
was perceived as somewhat of a luxury for most. It soon came out with affordable packages
ranging from a basic plan aimed at mostly students to a premium and even a family plan.

“The power has shifted to the consumer and it's not coming back.”
~ Geoffrey Moore

And this is the power of marketing - a force capable of reshaping norms, transforming
behaviors, and leaving an indelible mark on society. The impact of marketing goes far
beyond our TV screens. It has the remarkable ability to create or bridge generation gaps,
transcending boundaries and connecting people across different demographics. Through
compelling storytelling, strategic branding, and emotional resonance, marketers have the
power to tap into our collective consciousness, shaping our perceptions, beliefs, and even
our actions. It seamlessly weaves into our daily lives, integrating products, services, or
ideas into our routines without feeling intrusive. It resonates on a deeply personal level,
evoking emotions, sparking curiosity, and inspiring us to take action.

As we navigate the ever-evolving world of marketing, it is important to recognize its
immense power and potential. The curiosity it sparks, the connections it fosters, and the
revolutions it ignites are all a testament to its influence. So, the next time you find yourself
captivated by a clever advertisement, take a moment to ponder its hidden depths.
Consider the profound role marketing plays in shaping our society, and embrace the
curiosity to uncover the intricate layers that lie beneath the surface. For in doing so, we
embark ona journey of understanding, unraveling the secrets of effective marketing
and the remarkable impact it has on our lives.

- Soumya Garg, Disha Saxena, Ayush Gala
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Impact of Covid - 19 on India‘'s.Economy

For the past two years, the world was at war with a mere living being, a virus that.is proving
fatal to mankind. The Coronavirus has affected not only the lives of the people but also
every minor and major sector of the world. It may be said that this virus has brought a 360°

change in the whole world. Trade, transport, tourism, communication, education, health
care services, all types of industries, markets, andnevertheless the essence of all thisis the
economy of the world. Several countries across the world are facing a major setback to
their economy while some have thrived well in this pandemic. One such country is India,
which has faced this economic war differently.

India is the second most populated country in the world andghence a country with a
large-scale demand for resources. India itself was struggling with peverty even before the
outbreak of Covid-19 and after a ecomplete lockdown of about thrée months. Under such
conditions, elevating the economy was a major challenge before India. At the time of the
lockdown, India had already undertaken several major projectslike the Construction of the
new parliament, the bullet train project, and several smart city pmJects After having
sanctioned the money for all this it was very difficult for India*te face the pandemic
situation.

During the lockdown, the government was compelled to provide free meals and essential
services to the poor and unemployed, while also ensuring a'steady and sufficient supply of
medical aid and Services. India faced various other challenges during this time, including
the migration of workers to their villages, cyclones, and farmers' protests. Observing these
circumstances, one might assume that a country facing such harédships would struggle to
sustain itself. However, India has proven these assumptions wrong. Despite the pandemic
and other adversities, the nation has managed to make progress ih every domain.

It all began with the development of vaccines by twae Indian companies, which played a
significant role in combating the global COVID-19 pandemic-While the rest of the world was
struggling to find a vaccine, India successfully formulated“two vaccines that were
rigorously tested and approved by the Indian Council of Medical Research (ICMR). These
vaccines not only catered to the Indian population but were also exported to various
countries in Africa, as well as neighboring nations such as Bhutan, Bangladesh, and Sri
Lanka. This achievement not only bolstered the "Make in India" initiative but also garnered
international recognition through effective marketing.

Moreover, the pandemic inadvertently led to a shift in perception, as the virus came to be
popularly referred to as the "China Virus!" This change in nomenclature proved
advantageous for India, as numerous companies withdrew their investments from China
and relocated their operations to India. This, in turn, provided a significant impetus to
employment opportunities and contributed to the success of India’'s employment

guarantee program.
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In addition to these economic factors, the mindset of the Indian people played a crucial role
in the country's economic growth. The majority of Indians have a middle-class approach to
the economy, with a strong inclination towards investment and savings. Rather than
focusing solely on personal preferences, people in India make financial decisions with an
emphasis on long-term savings. This prudent mentality greatly contributes to maintaining
economic stability.

Another aspect that influences India's economic stability is its societal and cultural fabric.
In times of trouble or crisis, Indian society exhibits a strong sense of community and
mutual support. People come together to help one another, irrespective of blood relations,
relying on the strength of their social and cultural bonds. This collective approach has
proven instrumental in helping people navigate through challengingtimes and maintain a
stable economic status.

Overall, the development and distribution of vaccines, coupled with the "China Virus"
narrative, facilitated economic growth and investment in India. . The prudent financial
mindset of the people, combined with the strong social support system, has further
contributed to maintaining economic stability in the country.

Thus, India's economy has set an example of an ideal economy before the world. India's
economy is such that its depletion would become the reason for its rise in the future, its
imbalance itself would bring balance to it and the coexistence of India's ability and people's
mentality would maintain its stability for years to come.

- Revati Ranade
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'Vhy hate, when you can love!

Why suppress rising above?
‘ Let's not say | don't care,
Let's join instead of tear!

Why instigate, when you can inspire!
Why envy, when you can admire.
Don't aim just to overpower,

' Build a dream to empower.
Why kill, when you can nurture,
Why not forge a bright future!
JRlet's learn from the little kid,

. ' Who knows love and not the vild.

ad - Apurwa Kanitkar
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Climbing the mountains and rafting in rivers:
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"You've changed", they;'sax'
[ hat, some explain how
le, some are like
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For me, it's show

valued and cherished
1'll do anything but accept

Vol A at it has indeed, perished.
w U But you don't have to like the shift either
"‘ | You're bound to go up and down
TR | just feel we sh
« ‘;T: ..“ ” -

a ' AN _-_.:..




| Bl

i ﬁ cent reindeer

on the forest floors

are about the world

lom to the heart's core

As light as a feather, he galloped away

Brushing past the snowy leaves so grey

The warmth of his joy kept him alive

Unfettere by the stormy winds

Rellshmgwfr-

—~

‘blinding ice ey
He is living hls e amidst the raging storm
Chasing the. ams he was once afraid of
He is becommg bolder by the day
Stronger than before, paving his way
Amidst the maze of a forest
He plunges into the blinding mist
With the courage of a warrior
He is living a life of bliss

A
a
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e

-Nandini Thakkar
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Should I, shouldn’t I? One step it is, why stumble?
For destiny as evil as it is, t lead us to that.
' p S| fear though only a fairy tale it is,
ﬁ Reality hits hard/young me yearns still.
| should go for it, | will, the steps | calibrate,
Calibrate it to a nanometer.

Mdoctorate in her emotions

| ran through before | let myself pose her.
"\ The planning?

A pinch of that ocean love,

A mountain of that courage,

All packed, there to deliver.

Her existence eases into reality,

That moment, although calming and serene,
Wrecks me all over.

| hold back, her innocence too compelling.
Let that godown carry a box another,

For more of those, the love | got.

I'll take the step though,
Not “A fairy tale it might be”,
It always was, “A fairy tale it IS”.

- Vishwajit Patil
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Help me for | drown in the sand,
Slowly falling though | stand,
Never listened to this voice,
Blocked it out with fear and noise.

Crystal clear | hear it now,
Smgmg "All is well", but ho
"Just have faith", it said to

"But | barely breathe, no

"Reach out above", it wh
"You will find your savi
With no hope | pushed
The only sign of a buri

After a short eon or so,
Another hand hel m

"How did you know I'll lool
He asked once his concerns

Love heals and saves us every t| -
- Iffah Peerzada




The road that seems safe and sound
. All through the daylight;

- Becomes an evil, wicked monster
When the city sleeps at night.

Thousands are robbed, and hundreds are killed
Several left in distress;

The courts are open, the justice is delayed
And the news prints in press.

The cases are left half complete
With the culprit still unknown;

But couldn’t help them solve it out
Being the witness known.

| am the street light,

The witness of the darkest night;

| know what happened all those days

But couldn’t speak a word with all my might.

| saw how they robbed, how they murdered
And how did they flee;

But | can’'t become the witness in the court
To the guilty’s glee.

- Revati Ranade
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- Changing Nights

Thinking about how quick the night changes,
You have to explore, like a climber in ranges.
Leaving everything far apart,

Getting over that dark past.

It's not easy to suddenly get detached,
Because, there are memories attached.

In the journey of finding a new one,

The heart craves for that old fun.

When you get trapped in insecurities,

You start pretending, you changed priorities.
Deep down you wanna hug that berk,

That distance, makes your brain stop work.
No matter how faryougo, .

Still, you need that someone wh

You still want that pr :

Because some peopl




Life

Once | googled 'What is life?'

The answers which | received were of various types.

Some said life is fake, others said life is a piece of cake.

Some said life is a battle, others said it is very easy to handle.
These answers did not convince me,

And | decided to answer the questions myself,

| imagined every person's life as a drop of water in a river,
The waterfall from where the river begins is birth,

The mouth of the ocean is death.

The time the journey takes is only dependent on faith,
No drop can resist the flow,

Nor can anyone make the speed slow.

So the river flows; each drop with its family and friends,

- “~ _ loving and caring until the end.

But there is a rock in the river that obstructs the flow,

Most slide past it and continue on their journey,

But there are a few courageous, who face the rocks head-on,

The ones who surpass the boundaries of their families and friends.

The river listens to them, the ones who the others look up to,
The ones others idolize, displaying their valor on the rocks.

To encourage the young flowing drops to give every impossibility a shot.

And so the river flows; along_side..t,he rocks as monuments,
For the future generations to look up to.

- Tanmay Singhavi |




Made from Scratch

Sometimes | wonder, why do we find it difficult to accept flaws?
As neither is perfection real nor is it bound by laws.

Mistakes can drive you crazy,
Mistakes can make your future look hazy.

yur Scars match,

So in the sky full lxue and hard work,
v

Let your Stars and

That you too are ‘Made from Scratch.’

5

- Nehal Shivane
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Joker

Joker! Joker! Joker!

the children cry out aloud,
When he comes forward

in front of the circus crowd!

The big, red sphere on the nose and a funny and colorful hat,
Everything pleases the kids
and they laugh as he swings his bat!

The circus moves along,

the joker cheering all

His fellow jugglers and cyclists
as they rock the stage so small!

Everyone admires the circus

and leaves with a cheerful heart

But they move out of the tent
forgetting those having the circus art...

The joker glides into his tiny room,
removing the apparel and the nose
He looks in the mirror and smiles...
about a grin on the tiny faces he poses...!

Taking an about-turn
he looks at his worn-out clothes
Though so colorful in the circus, at home, he is so coarse

Taking some dinner,

clearing up his thoughts

to prepare some jokes for the next

to entertain the tiny tots! - Nehal Shivane
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Silent Longing

/

The whistling of her bones, when she would get up,
After sitting for a long time talking with me.

But | never knew that | would not visit th&t place again.
Still, | imagine what it would be.

s\ She was s}veet and childish.

When she would laugh,

One could feel one's bones tickle.

When she would cry,

One's soul got struck by a sickle.
 As she wouldwalk away,

| wished | held her hand,

and asked her to stay.

never coul




City Lights

o Gnly buildings twinkled here

Coming from the grassland near

Driving into the city lights

The swarming of the people made me fear RURt G o
Of how this noise would be my home for nights ' ' <wwr « -~

T — i

As | drove past the honking cars ;i
I could see no meadow near \iL ]
-Eyen the clouds covered up the stars iR

|

Breathmg through the dust

] ¢y Imussed the cle'an fresh air

. The lorig gree ‘gr ss.now looked llke rust -
The village ; ln th ty had nqﬂ'}mg to share

But as the months pass ed by
A few people became my new hom
Laughter and joy filled me inside Sy
Which made me forget about the city Ste

So | asked myself at 11:11 =
How did they make everything so bnght?
Made this place my new heaven

And my home for many nights

- Aditi Sakhalkar
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Sunlight filters through the pane,
Warming up my room,
Dappled light dances on the floor,
Anatural, living loom.

It's a simple thing, yet so profound,
This light that shines so true,

It reminds us we are not alone,
And our worries we can subdue.

Outside, the sky ablaze with fiery hues,
As the sun dips low on the horizon,

A symphony of oranges and blues,
Beholding a breathtaking illusion.

It paints the room in shades of red,
And orange, and pink, and gold,

In this serene and tranquil scene,
A story being told.

The window is a frame for this,
A natural work of art,

A reminder that in all of this,
There's beauty in the heart.

So let the sunlight in,

And bask in its warm embrace,
For it holds the power to heal,
And bring a smile to any face.

- Chaitrali Ginimav




66 You should only worry about yourself.
I every one of us is worried about
ourselves and that we should be
skilled, then there is no recession for
us. Everyone iooks out for skiiied
people. If you are skilled, there is no

recession for you at all!

-ARSH GOYAL

9

Q. What is one incident you remember
the most from your college life?

A. There are a lot of things that I've done
during my time in college and | cherish
every one of those things even today. That
is something every one of you will miss
once you are out of college. | remember |
worked on some kind of food festival for
2-3 months. It was an idea that we started
up ourselves, a noble initiative of helping
NGOs who were trying to give leftover
food to people who couldn't afford to buy
it. We showed a proposal to management,
promising them that the entire revenue
that we generate out of this festival
would go towards the NGOs who are
working in this food management system.
We didn't have any money at the time, just
had an idea and inspiration to' do
something. My college was in Jalandhar, so
we went ahead and talked with multiple
people about how they can come up to our
college and get their stalls set up. That
entire gig gave us an idea about how
things worked in the market. In the end,
we were able to save an amount of around
¥30,000 that we donated to the ‘Akshaya
Patra Foundation’ So that is something |
really cherish and | kind of started my
entrepreneurial journey that day, reaching
a revenue of ¥30,000. | imply that it was a
very big amount back when | was in
college. We were finally able to achieve it
with hard work of two months.

Q. What is the one thing that you wish
you could have done better during your
college life?

A. First of all, | don't keep any regrets.
There is nothing to regret at any point in
time. But yes, during my college days, |
started coding in the 4" semester. | was
not aware of the IT world being an
Electronics Engineering student.

Throughout my first year, | focused on
upgrading my branch to Computer
Science. | got the highest CGPA in my
branch, but there were no seats available
in the CSE branch and as a result, no
student got upgraded to the CSE branch. If
there would have been a seat | would have
been the first preference. | wish | could
have utilized my first year and could have
explored more things rather than focusing
on just one goal. | don't regret it but would
probably have done things differently if |
knew the circumstances better.

Q. What do you think are your strengths
and weaknesses?

A. | would categorize my strengths as
being a part of this huge and wonderful
community. My strength is my community.
Whenever | feel low | go ahead and talk to
people on Telegram or Instagram Live. |
see there are people who stand for you,
who would like to listen to you. So that is
something, | would say, is the strength
that I've built. As for my weaknesses, |
would say, | tend to procrastinate on tasks.
You might be seeing videos coming here
and there but those might have been
scheduled a week before. Yes, | do
procrastinate on these things, but | am
trying to improve upon it. And | think this
is the perfect answer to your question.

Q. Can you tell us about your experience
at the tech summit of Genesis and how it
felt to be among the founders at the
event?

A. It was more of a panel discussion event.
There were four people out of which three
were entrepreneurs who have built some
organization. All of them had 8ta 10 years
of experience. And there | was, a freshly
graduated engineering  student. So
sharing a stage alongside people of that

Mr. Arsh Goyal, is
a tech enthusiast,
educator and
youtuber with over
100k subscribers on his
YouTube channel. He is
currently working as a
Senior Software Engineer
at Samsung. He has
graduated withaB. Techin
ECE (Gold medalist) from
NIT Jalandhar. On his
YouTube channel, he
shares content related to
internships, placements
and jobs at several
software companies.
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calibre was a moment | feel proud to
mention. | got to learn a lot not only on
stage but also off stage. Like talking to
them about their startups and what
have they been going through. There
was a founder who was working in the
Al community, another was working on
blockchain. Understanding their point

learning is changing the current
technological landscape was insightful.
These learnings were very important.
Overall, it was a great experience!

Q. Talking about placements, we
know there is fierce competition out
there while applying for jobs, so how
did you build your profile to stand out
in the crowd?

A. To be honest, | wasn't aware of a lot
of things when | was in my college. |
gained all my knowledge through
networking . Getting to know more and
more people in my domain who have
cracked those placements and who
have gotten into those companies
helped me get through the initial
interview phases. | guess | was very
active on LinkedIn from the end of my
second vyear, trying to learn a lot from
the people out there. My profile wasn't
something that | could've boasted
about. When | go through LinkedIn
even today, | see people doing excellent
work. | thought to myself, “Let's do
some projects that would make a
difference. Let's get some experience
working in the industry.” So firstly, |
upskilled myself and then got
experience from ISRO as well as a
start-up in Japan that was a data
science company. | worked throughout
the initial phase of COVID. When COVID
hit in mid-March 2020, we were all at
home and | was again confused

about what to do. Our
classes weren't
happening, &
truthfully

nothing -0

was

happening and we were absolutely
free. | started applying to multiple
companies and everything was at a
standstill. That's when | got an offer
from the Japanese start-up. So profile
building was a by-product of
whatsoever | was doing. | did some
projects, internships, and valuable

the development of my E)rofile.

Q. Did you face any rejections as a
fresher? And how did you deal with
them?
A. Oh, | faced a lot of rejections when
companies started visiting our college!
When | started applying for jobs, the
very first test | gave was for Microsoft
and | got rejected in it. The thing that
happened in Microsoft is that
everybody gets a different set of
questions, so you don't know what
type of questions you are going to
have and what somebody else is going
to have. That was the first time | ever
had a test experience, before that |
hadn't given any tests. So firstly, | was
afraid. Secondly, | believe there was
one question on the topic of trees in
my set of guestions. At that time |
hadn't studied trees, it was something
that | had left out of my study plan. |
panicked that | won't be able to solve
that problem and the fear of not
solving one problem made me unable
to solve other problems also. | was
totally blank on that test and after
that, | came home and solved all those
guestions, they were easy and | also
found that it could have been done in
some other way. It is not a kind of
regret but yes that was the first
rejection that | faced. | got placed in
the 3™ company, so | faced two
rejections in the campus placement
drive. After that, | faced rejections
in my off-campus interviews
as well. | got rejected from
Goldman Sachs where |

wasn't even
shortlisted for
their aptitude

test to begin
with. But ves,
later on, | kept
| on upskilling
i and got an offer
from Amazon. |
went
g 2 A VTG

through

phase of rejections from multiple
companies on-campus as well as
off-campus.

Q. What advice would you give to a
student who does not belong to the
tech field but wishes to switch to this
industry?

trying to solve this problem - 'How to
get a person who is not in tech, into the
tech field. But what they fail to realize
is whether that person is really
interested or motivated to do the
work. They only show placement
numbers and packages, but the person
isn't even aware of what he or she will
have to do. Those numbers should not
drive you. Instead, you should be driven
by vyour motivation and interest in
tech. Don't decide by numbers, decide
by experience and learning
opportunity. Spend a month learning
to code, practicing machine learning,
etc, and then decide whether or not
you want to pursue this field.

Q. What are your thoughts about job
saturation in tech-related jobs
considering the recent employee
layoffs in large tech companies?

A. Well, you'll be surprised to know that
it has nothing to do with the recession.
See, when people were in a situation of
panic, they heard about layoffs, they
heard about job saturation, and even
students in their second and third
years started panicking. “Will | be able
to get a job?” In the last two years, we
have been seeing an insane rise in
packages and the number of
companies hiring, so there has to be
some stop to it. This happens not only
with jobs but everywhere. Whenever
there is an excess of something, there
will be a time when that period of
recession will come. When the prices of
something hike a lot, there will be a
time when they will come down. The
market is currently in a staggered
situation. It is down and you won't be
seeing new jobs. But you see
everything is tech, from your food
delivery app to your cab booking apps
and your train booking apps. If you
talk about the startup world,
everyone needs an application. So
it's not that




tech-related jobs are going to vanish or
you'll be unemployed. As students and
fellow engineers, you should be focused
on upskilling yourselves. When you feel
you are skilled, there is no recession for
you. This is what | have been talking to
people about in multiple live streams and
events. You should only worry about
yourself. If every one of us is worried
about ourselves and that we should be
skilled, then there is no recession for us.
Everyone looks out for skilled people. If
you are skilled, there is no recession for
you at all!

Q. Let's move on to something we have
been personally excited about, 'The ISRO
experience’. Having worked at ISRO, how
was your experience and how did you
crack that internship as a second-year
ECE undergrad?

A. The most common yet important skill
that people generally ignore is cold
emailing. ISRO was a cold email thing. | had
already got an internship during my
college, and after it was over, | was kind of
free, figuring out what to do. “Should | go
for development? Should | strengthen my
DSA? What should | do?” | started to
explore the domain of Machine Learning.
The big buzzword during my second year
was 'neural networks. People were
passionate about it, so | thought why not
learn this? | did some courses online and
then decided to use this knowledge in
some practical applications. | also wanted
to have firsthand experience of how
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government organizations use software
tools and technologies. | went to LinkedIn
and scraped some email IDs of computer
scientists who were working at the ISRO. |
cold-emailed around 15 scientists, out of
which | got a reply from just one who went
on to schedule an interview. | already
mentioned what my area of interest is and
how that will help me contribute to the
project and he was quite satisfied with my
interview. | was finally selected for that
internship. During that internship, |
worked on a project that involved
calculating the insurance amount of
farmers whose crop fields get destroyed
due to rain. It's the responsibility of ISRO
to capture photographs of destroyed crop
fields. My area of work was using neural
networks to validate the findings of the
satellite images. It's not a normal image,
there's a separate file format that ISRO
uses so | had to learn how to process those
image files and use neural networks to
gather important insights. Overall, the
experience was really enriching and one of
my best internships as far as learnings go.

Q. How is the work culture at ISRO
different from working at a large
company like Samsung?

A. | would say in ISRO, things were more
self-driven. First of all, it was not a paid
internship. | was there for the training. |
pinged him (the scientist), and | said |
wanted to work and know their culture, so
that was the primary purpose. He was my

xxxxxx

e PICTOREAL VOLUME 25

mentor during that internship and he
assigned me the project. | would not say
that it was not useful. He gave me a list of
value points that explained briefly all the
projects they have already finished and
how we can do the best possible
innovation in the assigned project. In the
end, the weekly meetings and daily
stand-ups are essentially what pushed
me, because | was working on an industry
project for the very first time. | have
worked on my personal projects for my
college, so working on an actual project
that would come into use was my first
experience. | was a bit nervous at that
time, but vyes talking to mentors
frequently helped me boost my
confidence. | was finally able to complete
that project on time.

Q. What advice would you like to give to
our students?

A. The best advice that | can give is ‘never
stop learning’. Trust me, there isn't any
shortage of opportunities. You just need
to be more aware, as if you're in your first,
second, or third year. Make sure you are
active enough to grab those
opportunities. Don't regret when you miss
one either. So don't just work hard, be
actively aware, be enthusiastic, have a
good peer group, understand things from
the core, and work on your fundamentals.
Surface-level knowledge will not get you
anywhere. Extensive knowledge about
things will always help you in the long run.
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When | used to play with the boys, |
would never complain even when'l got
hurt because | never wanted themto

say, “Ladki hai to chhod do”.

- DISHA KASAT

Q. Every child is asked what they want to
be when they grow up. What used to be
your answer to that or was your answer
always a cricketer?

A. The answer kept changing when | was a
kid. | wanted to be everything! Sometimes
| wanted to be a doctor, other times |
wanted to be an astronaut. | was just a
tomboy who never played with dolls. | was
closer to my friends' brothers because |
was so active in sports. They used to tease
me a lot by calling me "kaccha limbu”, but |
never took it to heart. | played all kinds of
sports, not just cricket. When | used to
play with the boys, | would never complain
even when | got hurt because | never
wanted them to say, “Ladki hai to chhod
do”. In the 7% standard, | moved to
Amravati, which was 15 km away from my
village. It was in Amravati, that my cricket
career started.

Q. How did you get started in cricket, and
what inspired you to pursue it
professionally?

A. | initially played volleyball at the district
level and tried for the state level too.
Regardless of whether it was exam season
or not, | would always find the time to go
out and play. Gully cricket became my
go-to pastime, surpassing the craze of
phones or video games. My badi-mumma
took me to a nearby ground to play with
boys, some of them were from the slums,
but that didn't matter to me. Only cricket
did! To address safety concerns, my
badi-mumma took me to HVPM in
Amravati, where | trained every day after
school. This routine was tough as | had to
cycle around 5 km every day. One month
into playing, we received a call inviting us
to witness trials for the Vidarbha under-19
team in Nagpur. There, | observed players

practicing as a team, enjoying each other's
company, and supporting one another. |
felt a strong desire to be a part of that
group and hence participated in the trials.
| surprised my badi-mummy when we
learned that | would need to stay for a
20-day camp. We quickly prepared and
embarked on my journey with the
Vidarbha team, and the rest is history.

Q. Who are vyour role models or
inspirations in cricket at both
international and national levels?

A. Honestly, | am not particularly crazy
about a single player or personality, be it
actors, actresses, or cricketers. As my
career has progressed, my favourites have
also changed over time. | admire certain
qualities in everyone, for example, M. S.
Dhoni impresses me with his calmness
under pressure and his ability to handle
challenging situations. Virat stands out to
me for his on-field aggression, personal
growth, exceptional fitness levels, and
ability to perform under pressure.
Perhaps, | relate to Virat the most, but
there isn't a specific cricketer whom | hold
a pedestal above all others.

Q. What is your favourite cricket format:
Test, ODI, or T20, and why?

A. We have very few options as women
don't play tests much. So, now we just
have One Day and T20 and | love both
formats. There is not much of a difference
in both formats. It is just that T20s get
more intense and everything happens
very quickly. It takes 10 balls to get set in
0Dls, while in T20s, you have threeballs to
get there, so it is the same mindset just
some more elevations of shots like the
drives, inside-outs, and so on:

Disha Deepak
Kasat, a rising star
in the world of
cricket, hailing from
Amravati, is a \vital
member of the Vidharba
team, and her exceptional
performance in the Senior
Women's T20 Trophy of
2022-23, where she scored
an incredible 300 runs,
earned her recognition.
Recently, she donned the
Royal Challengers
Bangalore (RCB) jersey in

the inaugural Women's
Premier League (WPL).
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Q. What has been the biggest
challenge you've faced as a female
cricketer in India, and how did you
overcome it?

A. Honestly, | believe that for many
female cricketers in India, the biggest
challenges often arise from their own
Famllles | was fortunate enough to

accepted my passmn For crn:ket
Despite my grandmother's concerns
regarding marriage and societal
expectations, she has gradually
become a strong supporter too. She
now stays with me in Nagpur to ensure
| have nutritious home-cooked meals.
It's our responsibility to convince our
families, help them understand our
priorities, and show them that there is
a future for us in cricket. For me, the
biggest challenge was the lack of
quality practice opportunities. With no
family background in the sports field
and no proper coach to guide me, | had
to understand nutrition, fitness, and
practice techniques by myself. | would
closely observe other players and
identify areas for improvement.
Another significant struggle was being
away from my family for extended
periods. As an only child, it was difficult
for my parents to stay apart from me,
sometimes even for months. They
withheld their own emotions and
worries, fearing that it might affect my
game. | lived as a paying guest and
didn't always have access to nutritious
meals. Subah ka rice became shaam ka
Jeera rice and subah ki Dal became
shaam ka Dal Tadka. All these
challenges took an emotional toll but |
didn't let these obstacles hinder my
progress.

Q. Is there a particular
achievement or moment in
your career that holds a
special place in your
heart? If vyes,

could you

share

the

story behind it?

A. Although | was very confident
entering the auction as the highest
scorer in T20, my heart rate increased,
and by every second | grew unsure.
After around 160 odd names, they
announced, “Disha Kasat RCB sold for
10 lakhs." | went blank whlle evervone

Flabbergasted by the reallt\;1 When |
played WPL for RCB, my whole family
was there. To look into their eyes with
those tears of happiness was
something very special for me as | was
able to make them proud. To be able to
watch me play in front of 20,000
people was a proud moment for me. As
a kid, you find happiness in the
smallest things. Scoring 100/100 might
not be so special but these small
moments with my family are what
keeps me going. Cricket teaches you
that today you get 100 tomorrow it
could be 0, so you should cherish the
small moments.

Q. Being part of a big franchise like
RCB must have exposed you to a
diverse group of teammates. How
has playing with different players
from various backgrounds influenced
your perspective on teamwork and
collaboration?
A. It was a great experience for me. In
the end, diversification doesn't matter
to a great extent. There was a lot to
learn as there were top-class players
like Ellyse Perry and Sophie Devine.
Their work ethics, dedication to the
game, their routine, how they
approach the game, and everything
was there to take from them. But you
cannot go along with it. You're also
part of this team so don't get away
with big names. It was important for
me to learn from them but it was
also important that | belong.
Franchise cricket is very
different from state
cricket because
there's not
much pressure.

Q. We know that you love hitting the
gym. How has fitness training
contributed to your performance as a
cricketer?

A. | believe that my fitness is my
greatest strength. My goal is to
contribute to people's fitness. Once my
crlcket career is over | aspire tcu help

people to priontlze thelr f|tness and
lead by example. | firmly believe that
one can only inspire others to be fit
when they are themselves fit. It brings
out the best in you and enhances every
aspect of your performance. When you
are fitter, you hit bigger. When you're
fitter, you move well in the field.
Therefore, fitness is not only essential
for cricket, it is a lifestyle choice that
positively impacts your life as an
individual.

Q. Women's cricket has been gaining
more recognition and support in
recent years. How do you feel about
the growth and future of women's
cricket?

A. | think it's great! People support and
accept the fact that cricket is a career
for women too. It used to be a lot
different back then. When | started, we
would receive a match fee of only Rs.
1000, which was hardly enough to buy
a new bat. But now the situation is
improving. Mithali Raj, Harmanpreet
Kaur, Jhulan Goswami, and others have
been through a lot. But they have
certainly paved the path for us, the
younger generation. It's very evident
from the Mithali Raj movie that back in
the day women didn't have the same
opportunities as men in cricket. Now
the pay grade for men and women is
equalising. | think this change is a result
of how well the women are performing
in the semi-finals including the World
Cup final and the Commonwealth
Games. And now as the younger
generation embraces women's cricket,
the competition will inevitably rise. It's
going to be fun!




Q. Based on your experiences, what are
the key qualities or skills required to
succeed in the game?

A. | think it totally depends upon the
individual. What works for Virat Kohli
might not work for me. What | learned
over my journey is that you have to
recognise your own strengths. Everyone
has to find their own success mantra. As
for me, my stubbornness to never settle
for less has paved my path to where | am
today. | have immense belief in myself and
my abilities. | never settle for average. If
you don't believe in yourself, then no one
else will. You have to work hard. The game
doesn't see what are you going through
but whether you are scoring runs or not.
So whatever | go through, at the end of
the day, | have to be present in the
moment, in the game, keeping my
emotions

in check and keeping my

personal and professional lives separate.
Other defining qualities of success
according to me are working hard,
self-belief, persistence for excellence, and
having the courage to face challenges.
Instead of focusing on results, | try to put
in as much effort as possible. If you score 0
today, it is not the end of the world and
tables can turn even when you score a
century. Life goes on!

Q. What more can be done to encourage
young girls to take up sports? Any advice
that you would like to give to young girls
who are aspiring to be cricketers?

A.lcan't just tell young girls to play cricket.
| am someone who likes to lead by
example. | encourage and motivate those
who are coming to play with me and help
them with their areas of improvement in
the game. | think if you are true to your

game you will leave a legacy behind. If you
are true to the way you play, and be the
best version of yourself, young girls out
there will follow in your footsteps. They
watch us, learn from us, and are motivated
by seeing us on TV or on the ground. It all
comes down to how we play, and how we
show. A young girl once approached me
saying, "l am very depressed, | am not able
to score runs in the past 3 matches”. |
asked her why she started playing the
game to which she replied ‘I liked it". “Then
aim to play for that reason only.", | replied.
Nowadays kids forget that they started
playing the game for the love of playing
sports. | try to guide them not to forget
that they are playing this sport for the
love of the game. You have chosen
something different. So never forget to
enjoy the game first.




As he rode home from tuition, a stray dog
caught his eye. He started feeding it
biscuits, and soon more dogs joined. One
night, while riding home, he was followed
by two men on a bike. The dogs chased
them away with their barking The boy
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and he had formed a special bond with
the dogs.

i No friendship is an accident.

He tried to flick the anesthetic haze from
his eyes in the post-operative room. The
sun's rays danced daintily through the
window, creating mosaic patterns of
shadow across the floor. Next to him lay
his childhood friend who had donated
him a kidney. That's when he realized
that no friendship is an accident.

No friendship is an accident, of course, and
the one | made in our attic was meticulously
planned to the T. After all, making friends
with Julius required a lot of candles, rituals,
and research about the Roman Empire.
When all the kids at my school denied, who
else was | supposed to talk to about my
plans for world domination?

- Nishant Tanksale - Gargi Mhaskar
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On a rainy day, Kate and Ryan found 1 ‘ / In the darkest moments of my life, |
themselves seeking shelter in the same : realised that the only person | craved
cozy bookstore, As they chatted about friendship with was MYSELF. It was not
their favorite authors, they discovered a :2;;3;2?;;;2? l'ﬂ‘;rg'eﬁn?&; e
shared passion for storytelling. Their on myself. Since then | have been my
friendship grew effortlessly, proving that

biggest supporter and a good friend and
no friendship is a mere coincidence. feel complete, Indeed “No friendship is

an accident.”

I_‘ - Ayush Gala = = - Maitri More [—'

She had found a stray cat when she felt :\

loneliness consuming her. The first time
she wanted someone to hear her out,
which she was denied, if not for the cat
giving her a patient ear. Since then she
told herself ‘No friendship is an accident’
and that friend shall come into your life in
any shape or form.

“Hey! You are Saniya, right?" she said, |
looking at a lean girl fumbling with her .
bag. “No! Gauri,” she replied, abashed. '
Ten years later, they walked out of their
art studio laughing about that awkward
encounter. As they cherished every
moment they had spent together, they
firmly believed that no friendship is an
accident.

- Aparajita Khot - ‘—L - Garima Rathi

| remember him: the same person | |

/ threatened to stay away from Riya in befriended her in her womb. For 17

college, and who later on became the
best of my friends; is today, marrying
Riva. That was his plan. So,
unfortunately, no friendship is an
accident.

l__l

- Prem Rahinj

_,_Wlhat would | do without her? | |

years she has accompanied me through
thick and thin. Aai, my supporter and a
source of positivity. Our friendship has
no shelf life and | promise to treasure it
till I breathe my last. It is as they say "
No friendship is an accident".

- Mahi Shah
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Who according Dr.S.S. Narkhede ~Dr. S.V. Mundhe

to you is the
"DABAANG"
faculty of PICT? Mr. P. R. Patil ~Dr. M. V. Mane ¢

All of them ~Ms.A. A. Deshpande

Itani shakti hame de na data ~Mr. V. B. Vaijapurkar If you could
have a personal

Tip Tip Barsa Pani ~Mr. S.W. Jadhav theme song
that played
every time you
Unstoppable ~Ms. A. A. Deshpande entered a
room, what

would it be ?

Rajnigandha phool ~Dr. B. M. Viyas

s

If you woke up
one morning and

Mr. M. S. Chavan ~Mr. M. R. Jansari

® :";! find yourseﬁ: 35 3 Mr. E.. M. Reddy "DT‘; G. p POtdaI‘
1. student of PICT, '
whose lecture Mrs.V.J. Damle ~Dr. B. M. Vyas
@ Wouldyou like to

attend? o
Dr. S. S. Narkhede ~Mr. V. B. Vaijapurkar

No engineering! ~Ms. S. R. Kudagi

Do you want
your children to

pursue
engineering?
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Interesting

online
classroom
el CHIRGEIEIBONe of my students was having an earful from ot _
still mal'<|e5 YR his mother about not cleaning up hisroom ~MS-A-A- Deshpande ®
smile.

Smeet reading answers from internet and
pretending to remembering.

Dark ~Ms. A  A. Deshpande Which is your
favourite

e?
Rehna Hai Tere Dil Main -Mr. S. W. Jadhav fese e

Zindagi Na Milegi Dobara ~Ms. Shruti Kudagi

s

Geet in Jab We Met ~Ms. A. A. Deshpande

If you were a :
‘o characterin a Iron Man ~Dr. S.V. Mundhe
4. = movie, which role \
you Wg;';)“ke to Nisha in Hum Aapke Hai Koun ~Dr. M. V. Mane
@ | '

Any serious role ~Dr. G. P. Potdar

One thing you
like about PICT
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AYODHYA VISIT

Pictosocial, a branch of Pictoreal dedicated to social activities, made a
heartwarming visit to the Ayodhya Charitable Trust on Saturday, 15
October 2022. Led by enthusiastic coordinators Madhur Mundada and
Atmaja Mali, and with the guidance of Rohin Bhat, the visit proved to be a
resounding success.

Despite the communication barrier caused by the children's with hearing
impairment condition, the members of Pictoreal found a way to connect
with them through basic sign language. They taught the children origami,
danced with them, and even created a poster using the children's colorful
fingerprints. Dr. R. Sreemathy also joined in on the fun to provide guidance
and support. The joy on the faces of the specially-abled children, as they
received sweets, notebooks, and pens, was truly heartwarming.

As the team spent more time with the children and team members, they
also gained insight into the struggles that they face in the society.
Conversations with the Principal of the school revealed the challenges in
communication between these children and society. It was humbling to
realize that the contributions made during the visit were just a drop in an
ocean, and more needs to be done to support and uplift this community. This
experience has had a profound impact on the team, allowing them to view
the world through a different lens.
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MANTHAN

PICTOREAL organized its annual public speaking competition, ‘MANTHAN' on
25" October 2022, which witnessed a remarkable turnout of over 120
students from various departments. The event was organized to provide a
platform for students to showcase their oratory skills and express their
views on a pertinent issue.

The competition spanned two rounds, with the first round being an
extempore-cum-storytelling round where participants were required to
present a story on a prompt they picked up. The judges evaluated the
participants based on their argumentation, delivery, and overall
performance, and the top eight participants advanced to the second round.
In addition, the audience also had the opportunity to participate in a special
segment, where they were given a prompt to develop a 'Very Short Story' of
40-50 words.

The second and final round of the competition was a debate round on the
topic "Should Social Media Platforms have Censorship?" The participants
were paired up and given three minutes each to present their argument,
followed by a one-minute rebuttal from the opposition. The competition
was an engaging and lively event, with participants presenting their
thought-provoking and well-argued points on both sides of the proposition.
The top three winners were awarded special prize, adding a cherry on top of
their well-deserved victory. The event not only helped to foster a healthy
debate and discussion but also highlighted the talent and potential of the
participants.
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PARICHAY

Pictoreal had an introduction event called Parichay for newly joined
students in PICT. It is an official introduction to FEs about Pictoreal, its
activities, events, and teams. After two years of the pandemic, this year it
was conducted in offline mode on the 7 of December. While introducing the
events and working with the team, we arranged fun activities for the
audience to let them enjoy, which included Wordle, Choose your path,
Pictionary, and a treasure hunt. These activities were related to teams in
Pictoreal so they could get more familiar with teams.

The wordle was for the Editing team, Choose your path for the Picto-social
team, Pictionary for the Design team, and the treasure hunt was a fun
activity which was related to PICT, the Annual magazine and club activities
which made them visit college magazine, the official website of PICT, as well
as PICTOREAL's official website so that they could a have a glance and later
after the game they would explore the magazine as well as college activities.
It was done to give an insight of the magazine. The students enjoyed the
games a lot and everyone who was present participated and gave positive
feedback. Dr. P. T. Kulkarni, director of PICT, also visited the event and
interacted with students. He gave everyone some valuable advice for their
academic and non-academic careers.

The heads of the Pictoreal team introduced themselves and the team. We
started the registration drive for Pictoreal during the event and received a
massive response from everyone. All the students were satisfied by
attending the event and were really interested to register for Pictoreal.
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CAREER GUIDANCE

Pictosocial, the subteam of Pictoreal that looks after all the club's social
activities, recently conducted a successful career guidance event on the 6*
of January 2023 in Yashwantrao Chavan Madhyamik Vidyalaya, Bibwewad,i,
Pune to make the underprivileged students aware of different career
options, available and upcoming. The team worked tirelessly to make the
session interactive and inspire the students to aim for the various career
options present.

The session was divided into two halves of one hour each. To make the
session more interesting, quizzes, puzzles, and many more fun activities
were added for the students of 9 and 10*". A group of 15 to 20 students
collected all the necessary information. The students were able to absorb
the information easily due to the speakers’ confident and engaging delivery.
The team interacted with the students and the teachers and firmly cleared
all their doubts. The smiles brought to the students' faces made us believe
in the session's worth. The respected Principal of Yashwantrao Chavan
Madhyamik Vidyalaya was also satisfied with the session and appreciated
the efforts made by the team.

This awareness provided by the Pictoreal team to the students will inspire
the upcoming generation to explore various career options, which in turn
will prove to be prosperous for the country.
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BLOOD DONATION

On 15*" February 2023, a Blood Donation Drive was conducted with the help
of Poona Serological Blood Bank at the PICT campus to promote blood
donation and create awareness about the importance of donating blood.
The event was organized by PICTOREAL in collaboration with PICT NSS.

The event started at 9:00 am and continued until 6:00 pm. The venue was
decorated with posters and banners to create awareness about blood
donation. Team PICTOREAL had set up a donation camp with all the
necessary equipment to collect blood from donors. Volunteers from Poona
Serological Blood Bank provided information about the blood donation
process, and the benefits of blood donation, and answered questions posed
by the donors. The volunteers also assisted them in the registration process
and directed the donors to the Blood Bank team.

During the event, the donors were provided with refreshments and a
certificate of appreciation for their contribution. The donors were also
advised to rest for a some time after donation and were provided with
necessary post-donation care instructions.

The drive garnered a tremendous response, with a total of 355 registrations
were received from the campus out of which 276 were eligible to donate the
blood. The Blood Donation Drive was a great triumph and we look forward to
organizing similar events in the future to continue to promote the noble
cause.
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PICS-0-REEL

PICS-0-REEL is an annual art exhibition-cum-competition held by Pictoreal
to showcase the artistic skills of PICT students. This year's exhibition of
PICS-0O-REEL was held on the 17*" of February 2023. There were five main
categories including painting/sketches, photography, digital art,
theme-based art (Slice of life), and others. The theme for theme-based art
was ‘Slice of life’, which is a realistic portrayal of everyday experiences.

The submission of entries began on 10*" January 2023. Each participant was
allowed to submit a maximum two entries per category. The collection drive
lasted for 31 days. Total 304 entries were submitted. The entire event was
coordinated by students from second year, Aarya Ghate, Gayatri Sawant and
Tarun Santani. The winners of each category were decided based on the
votes of the audience. Every individual was allowed to cast their vote
through an online voting platform which was designed and developed by
members of the Picto-tech team. Voting lines opened on the 17" of February
from 10am to 6pm. The audience got to vote on their top three entries from
each category, and the three most voted submissions in each category were
declared as the winners.

PICS-0-REEL stands as a testament to the unyielding spirit of creativity that
thrives within the talented community of PICT. It is thus a celebration of
imagination, skill, and the transformative power of art.
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BE PHOTOSHOOT

The BE PHOTOSHOOT event, organized by Team Pictoreal on 12 April 2023,
was an occasion of grandeur and celebration, marking the annual farewell of
the final year engineering students. With unmatched dedication and
coordination, the team came together to create a memorable event that
captured the essence of the student's college journey.

Against the stunning backdrop of the A1l building, the BEs arrived dressed in
elegant sarees and dapper blazers. The event kicked off with the
housekeeping and security staff taking centre stage, followed by the library,
sports, admin, and accounts departments. Thereafter, class-wise photos
were taken, with the class coordinators, with the esteemed Director Sir,
Principal Sir, HoD, and the class coordinator joining the fun. Department
class photos and Department staff photos are getting their moment in the
spotlight.

As the classes took turns posing for their photos, the remaining BEs enjoyed
the fun and frolic of the event, enjoying the vibrant props made by our team.
The highlight of the event was the signing of a massive ‘Batch of 2023’ sign,
which the BEs joyously autographed as a keepsake of their cherished college
memories. All the candid moments were captured, adding to the jubilant
atmosphere of the occasion.

As the event drew to a close, the entire Pictoreal family gathered for a group
photo. The BEs ended the event on a high note, waving their hands in the air
as they took part in a grand aerial photo, creating an unforgettable finale of
a truly remarkable event. The event will forever remain etched in the
memories of the BEs, a fitting tribute to their incredible journey through
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CAREER MANTRA

Career Mantra, Pictoreal's highly anticipated annual event, once again took
the spotlight, guiding engineering students toward diverse career
opportunities. On March 18, 2023, the auditorium buzzed with excitement
as Mr. Rasik Pansare, Co-Founder & CMO at “Get My Parking”, graced the
stage. With an MBA degree from the prestigious University of Delhi, Mr.
Pansare became a true inspiration for aspiring engineers.

The event unfolded into an extraordinary experience as Mr. Pansare
effortlessly delved into the intricacies of career guidance. The session
brimmed with interactivity as attendees eagerly absorbed his invaluable
insights. With curiosity and enthusiasm, the audience actively participated,
seeking clarity for their future endeavors.

The remarkable connection between Mr. Pansare and the audience went
beyond admiration, reflecting a genuine bond based on respect and shared
aspirations. His infectious enthusiasm and unwavering commitment to
mentoring students elevated the session, fostering growth and
empowerment.

Career Mantra, with its expertise and interactive engagement, left an
indelible mark on all who attended. It reignited purpose and clarity among
the students, setting them on a transformative path toward a prosperous
and fulfilling career.
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DONATION DRIVE

The Annual Donation Drive of 2023 lasted for 22 days from 20" March 2023
to 13" April 2023. We exclusively accepted non-monetary donations this
year. The idea of donating to an animal shelter was proposed and
successfully executed. The event was coordinated by Atharva Pardeshi,
Aditya Kadam, and Iffah Peerzada, the students from second year . The
NGOs seeking help selected for this drive were:

* Matoshree Old-Age Home, Karvenagar, Pune
* Adhar Mook Badhir Vidyalaya, Bibwewadi, Pune
* |.H.S Wildlife Rescue & Rehabilitation Center, Katraj, Pune

An interclass competition was held among FE and SE classes to encourage
students' donations. The division with the most extensive collection of
grains (by weight) was declared the winner. Classes SE-1and FE-10 emerged
victorious. The drive was publicised through social media handles,
information desks, display of videos on the LED screen, and class-to-class
publicity. Donations comprising clothes, stationery, books, grains, etc. were
received from staff and students alike.

Finally, the concluding meet for the Donation Drive was held on 11*" May
2023, where we handed over the collected donations to the NGOs and
thanked them for their cooperation and trust.
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TRIUMPHS & MILESTONES

C .Results > h

In May 2022, 90.95% First Year Engineering students have secured a distincti
grade in SPPU examination.

+ In SPPU Examination, BE: 97.44%, TE: 97.59%, SE: 91.09% are the statistics of all
clear while overall distinction holds BE: 97.11%, TE: 97.29%, SE: 87.24% in CE
department.

In May 2022, BE Final Year examination, 94.96% of students passed with

distinction and 95.97% students have cleared the examination from EnTE

department.

+  The statistics of IT department are SE: 79.67%, TE: 95.95%, BE: 97.58% with
\students securing a Distinction grade in SPPU Examination. /

( MoUs D

A
+  Signed MoU with Arham Electronics & Electricals for AlY. 2022-23.

+ Indo Science Education Trust (ISET) Pune; Ardent Privacy Private Limited,;
MagicFlare software services LLP, Pune; Findabhility Sciences Pvt Ltd; iMocha
(Tecknack Technologies Pvt Ltd); Indian Council for Medical Research (ICMR);
Association for Socially Applicable Research(ASAR) signed MoUs for the AY.
2022-23.

+  Excellent industry institute interaction resulting in 11 MoUs with industries like

Prescient Technologies Ltd; Accel Systems; Iconics Research and Training
Institute(IRTI)-Robotics; K D Automation; Zapient Digital Pune; Wiserli Pvt. Ltd;
Vodafone Intelligent Solutions (_VOIS); ioGenies Solution; Elliot Systems Pvt. Ltd;
Stackmint Pvt. Ltd; Huf India Pvt. Ltd,, Pune.
The scope of these MoUs includes Project, Internship, Training programs, etc.
Consultancy of Rs. 68,000/- for Training on - “Basic Electronics and Embedded
system” from 30" Jan 2023.

+  Signed MoU with JyoSH Al Solutions Pvt. Ltd. and Master Card Technology Pvt.

\Ltd. for Collaboration and Research. /
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( Achievements )

+ Total 6 patentsare granted inthe Academic Year 2022-23. \

« Withatotal of 33 paper publicationin renowned journals like Scopus, UGC care,
SCland 11 papers published ininternational journals during the A.Y. 2022-23.

«  Two faculty members, Mr. J. K. Kamble (IIT-Kharagpur) and Mr. N. P. Sapkal (11 T-
Indore) selected for PhD under the Quality Improvement Programme (QIP)
scheme.

«  Two faculty members undergoing IIEECP (IUCEE International Engineering
Educators Certificate Programme).

» Student participation and achievements in various hackathons - Smart India
Hackathon (out of 12 participating teams, 4 teams won first prize and 2 teams
won the runner up position).

« Other competition achievements include rankings, prizes, and awards in
various events.

» Participation and achievements in conference, seminars, and workshops.

*  Facultyinvolvementinindustry collaborations and programs.

« Completion of certificates and programs by faculty members.

« Various other participation, achievements, and awards by students and

faculty members across different fields and events.

- /




Training and Placement Details
2022-23)

Training Overview -

In the Training and Placement Cell, we strive to provide comprehensive training to our
students in both soft skills and technical skills. To ensure that our students are adequately
equipped for the job market, we conduct a rigorous testing process using the AMCAT
assessment tool. For SE and TE students, training is made available on cognitive skills like
Quantitative, Reasoning, Verbal Ability, Problem Solving, Communication Skills, and Mock
Interview. It also covers programming ability of five different levels. In addition to this, we
offer training platforms like My Perfectice to further develop their core domain subjects,
programming skills and SVAR.

To supplement our training programs, we organise various tech talks and technical sessions
to provide our students with an in-depth understanding of the latest technologies and
industry trends. These sessions are conducted by the experienced professionals and are
designed to provide practical insights and hands-on learning experiences. Our goal is to help
our students excel in their respective fields and to prepare them for the challenges of the job
market. Through our training and placement programs, we strive to empower our students to
become successful professionals and valuable contributors to society.

We also understand the importance of providing our students with practical, hands-on
experience. Therefore, we have established partnerships with various industry players to
provide our students with opportunities for internships and industrial training programs. This
enables our students to gain practical experience in real-world settings, which is essential for
developing their skills and preparing them for their future careers.

Moreover, we recognize the significance of continued learning and professional
development. Thus, we encourage our students to participate in various workshops,
seminars, and online courses to enhance their knowledge and skills. Our faculty members
also participate in training programs and conferences to stay abreast of the latest
developments in their respective fields. By doing so, we ensure that our training programs
remain relevant and up to date with the latest industry standards and practices.

Placement Overview -

Our placement season commences in July and August, and we attract a diverse range of
companies from different domains such as start-ups, product-based, service-based, banks,
fintech, and edtech, to name a few. The hiring process consists of a pre-placement talk,
coding round, technical interviews, HR, and managerial round. Our recruiters primarily come
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Over the past few years, our placement program has seen a remarkable improvement, with
this year witnessing the visits of more than 120 companies to our campus. We pride
ourselves on our ability to attract top talent from across the country and provide them with a
platform to launch their careers successfully. We also offer internships to our third-year
students as per the institute policy, which have the potential to convert into pre-placement
offers. Our internship program provides an excellent opportunity for our students to gain
practical experience, develop their skills, and explore various career options. Furthermore,
our placement team provides extensive support to our students, helping them prepare for
interviews and enhancing their employability skills.

We are proud to say that our placement record has been consistently impressive over the
years. Our students have been placed in some of the leading companies in the country, with
many of them securing top positions in their respective organizations. We have a dedicated
alumni network that helps our students connect with industry professionals and explore
various career options.

We also conduct various training programs, mock interviews, and group discussions to help
our students prepare for the placement process.

In addition to our efforts, we believe that our students' academic performance, extra-
curricular activities, and overall personality also play a crucial role in their placement
success. Therefore, we encourage our students to participate in various co-curricular and
extracurricular activities to develop their all-round skills and improve their employability.

We are committed to providing our students with the best possible opportunities to kickstart
their careers. Our placement program reflects our commitment to our students' success and
our dedication to providing opportunities in niche companies.

Centre of European Studies -

The opening of a centre for European studies by the training and placement cell of a college
is a laudable initiative that aims to provide students with the necessary guidance on future
studies in Europe. The centre is staffed by experts who are well-versed in the intricacies of
the European education system, including admission requirements, scholarship
opportunities, and VISA procedures.

Through this centre, students can explore the various options available to them, such as
studying abroad in Europe for a semester or pursuing a full degree program. They can also
receive assistance with the application process and gain valuable insights into the cultural
and academic differences they may encounter while studying in Europe.

By providing students with this valuable guidance, the centre for European studies will help
to bridge the gap between the Indian and European education systems and create
opportunities for students to gain a global perspective on their chosen field of study.




Placement Statistics

Total students registered for placements 740

Total Placed 689
Placed Percentage 93.10%
Average Salary (Niche Category) 12.42 LPA
[of 99.4% placed]

Average Salary (Variant Category) 4,18 LPA
[of 0.6% placed]

Highest Package offered 47.28 LPA
Lowest Package offered 4 LPA

*LPA — Lakhs Per Annum

Internship Opportunities

Total students selected as intern

154

Total Companies visited

23

Average Stipend

31,500 per month

Key Information

companies.

The T&P Cell has hosted 120+ companies in A.Y. 2022-23.

More than 90 companies offered a package of more than 6.50 LPA.

More than 35 new companies visited our campus this year.

The average salary offered is 12.41 LPA for Niche companies and 4 LPA for variant

e 99.4% of placed students got placed in Niche companies, and 0.6% of students got

placed in Variant companies.

Highest salary offered was 47.28 LPA by Adobe
94 students received pre-placement offers.
Students received good opportunities across all branches.
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Society for Computer Technology and Research's

PUNE INSTITUTE OF COMPUTER TECHNOLOGY
PLACEMENT DETAILS (2022-23)

Students Placement (Company Wise)

§r.No, Company e T UG-EE&..- - S.iPA | VistDwe | Totdl SalaryIPA
Bt Shiftt | Sht2 | Shit1 | S ST T T
Group I: Niche Companies (Salary above 6.3 LPA)

1 Siemens T |AINUG) i | j l | | 8 9 11.00 (1218-22 99,00
) Siemens PPO  [AN(UG) ) 1 6 2 2 § 3 11 11.00 PPO 121,00
3 Espressif Systems § |G | 0 0 0 ( | 0 | 1890 04-06-22 1890
da Ittiam Systems §33  [AI(UG) 0 0 0 0 | | 0 | 16,00 0708-22 16,00
4b Ittiam Systems PPO  |AlI(UG) i () ] | | 4 | 5 1600 PPO 80.00
5 FinlQ) T |AINUG) ) (0 | i 1 i | 4 15.00 {16-08-21 60,00
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7 Bajaj Finserv 7 [Anue) |16 I 17 10 8 1 P 5 180 | 048 663.60
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g PhonePe O [AIUG) ) () | i | 4 ] 4 3.4 (110822 13256
104 UBS T [AI{UG) 5 | ] | 3 1 | 18 1230 254812 2500
10b UBS PPO  |AIUG) 5 i i | 6 13 ) 15 1250 PPO 187.50
Ila Deutsche Bank T |AIUG) 10 § § 2 § 14 19 ki 19.63 14722 047.79
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12 I8 Associates PPO  |AUG) | (0 j () | 3 ) i 1258 PPO 6290
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13 (Goldman Sachs PPO  |AlUG) 0 | 0 {) 1 | | ) 400 PPO 48,00
16 Adobe PPO  |AN(UG) | i 0 i ) ] i i 4127 PPO 14181
17 TIAA India NC  |AI(UG) i | j I 0 b 2 § 10,48 1308-22 83.84
18 Barclays PPO  |ANI(UG) 4 i 0 0 10 5 9 14 133 PPO 186.48
19a EQ Technologic NC  |AlI(UG) j I 0 i 2 § ] § 1358 16-08-22 11,4
19h EQ Technologic NC  |AI(UG) 0 i 1 | { j 0 i 1.13 1608-22 33
1a Mastercard 75 |AIUG) ] | 0 i | i | 4 1340 1148-22 5300
b Mastercard T |AIUG) 15 () | () ] ] 7 16 1340 18-10-22 1440
e Mastercard 13 |AI(UG) ] 0 1 () 1 i 2 4 1340 19-12-2 5360
1 BNY Mellon 8 |AINUG) h] | i () 7 16 4 0 .64 120822 43280
1 Kylas 7 |CS&ITUQ 2 i 0 i 2 4 0 4 13.00 13413 5200
bk Turtlemint T |AIUG) 3 | 0 () | 4 | 3 18.00 1540822 90,00
U Barclays NC [cS&ITg 9 1 0 0 9 1 12 gy 12,60 014922 m
25 PubMatic India NC [CS&IT@U( & 2 0 i (i I3 | 16 1300 1740822 208.00
2 Druva § |CS&IT@U¢ 2 | 0 i ) j | ] 0.0 2540822 120,06
| Veritas India NC |cS&IT@uq 0 i ] ( 2 2 0 ) 1597 2140822 3194
B Ton NC  |Al(UG) ] | ] | | 7 2 9 14.10 21408-2 126.90
N Deal § CS&ITUg 2 i ] i 2 | i 4 10.17 2340822 40,68
30 Toshiba T [Al{UG) | 0 ] | | j 0 i 10,00 30-08-22 30,00
3 HSBC NC  |AIUG) 4 | 4 ? 4 9 ] 13 9.0 (19419-22 13500
£ Incubyte NC  |Al(UG) ] () 0 2 | 3 ] ] 11.00 (8419-22 3300
3 Ugam 8 |AIUG) 0 () 0 () ) 2 0 1 900 (8-419-22 18.00
H Elastic Run T |CSkIT@U¢ 0 | 0 i | 0 2 ) .00 1349-2 16.00
34 Trading Technologies T |AINUG) 0 () 0 () | | 0 ] 12,00 141022 1200
3 Credit Suisse PPO  [AlI(UG) 5 | 0 i 2 1 | § 18.00 PPO 144,00
3 Aspect Ratio T |ANUG) I 0 0 0 | ] 0 ) 14,00 05409-22 800
38 RIA Advisory LLP T |AIUG) i | B ( ] 1 2 9 9.5 (20921 83.28
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CLUB INFORMATION
PICT ROBOTICS CLUB

PICT Robotics was formed in 2008 to diversify the extent of the institute's participation and
representation in robotics n a national and international level. PICT Robotics team conducts a thorough
technical workshop designed to teach beginners the basics of robotics and give them hands-on
experience. This further promotes the club's passion for robotics among new engineering students.

The ABU ROBOCON 2022 (Asia Pacific Robot Contest) was held at Thyagaraj Stadium, New Delhi on 16®
and 17" August. Among 43 teams from 12 countries, PICT Robotics team secured ALL INDIA RANK - 6.
After clearing rounds of CAD modeling and field performance of robots, the team went into the field
to play Lagori round and dominated the field with a massive score of 90 points.The competition was
live streamed nationwide.

OTHER ACTIVITIES INCLUDED UNDER THE CLUB:

1. Undertaking projects related to robotics (like drones, BMS, etc)
2. Participation in e-Yantra

3. Robotics event in collaboration with other clubs.




PICT Automobile Club

PICT Automobile Club (PAC) was established in 2021, with the aim to create a platform for motorsports
enthusiasts to learn and compete at national and international level competition.

PAC lives and breathes by the motto “Electrics just got fun”.
While we are relatively new to the scene, our Go-Karting Team, TorgScrew is quickly making a name for
itself in the electric category at the national level.

At PAC, the PICT Automobile club, we are all about creating innovative and high performance go-karts,
simply sleek and stunning, a perfect fusion of style and performance. For us, its not just about winning
but inspiring motorsport enthusiasts to develop their own kart, integrating advanced concepts and
techniques.

Our journey in the making of our first Go-Kart, started from learning to doing, from designing the kart
to quickly progressing to the physical aspect of development, despite having to learn everything from
scratch, through our perseverance and determination, we built our first ever Go-Kart.

From making tweaks and improvements, to tackling obstacles which popped up, we achieved our first
checkpoint of getting the kart running. Then we went to our next checkpoint, competing in FKDC, an
opportunity to showcase our skills, learn and compete against teams nationwide.

Despite facing several setbacks, the team remained optimistic, and we cleared the technical inspection
and achieved 2™ Prize for Outstanding Performance in the EV Category. It was a testament to our
valiant efforts.

At PAC, we aim to create an unforgettable experience of absorbing and applying knowledge. We are a
close-knit family that enjoys working tirelessly. We are a team that has a unbreakable bond fueled by
motorsports.




PICT ACM Student Chapter

PICT ACM Student Chapter (PASC) is a student chapter organization affiliated with the Association for
Computing Machinery (ACM), a globally recognized educational society in the field of computing. The
chapter was established on March 1, 2011, with a clear vision to carry forward the intentions of ACM
International at the grassroots level within the PICT community. Over the years, PASC has experienced
remarkable growth, emerging as a prominent force in fostering both technical and non-technical skills
for comprehensive development.

Initially started by four dedicated founder members, PASC has rapidly evolved into a vibrant and
close-knit community, now boasting a membership of over 600 individuals. The collective efforts of the
chapter have been recognized and acknowledged on multiple occasions, with PASC being honored as the
Outstanding ACM Student Chapter five times, consecutively in 2017, 2018, 2019, 2020, and 2022 by ACM
India. Furthermore, the chapter's exceptional website design and content have garnered prestigious
accolades such as the Outstanding Website Award in 2021 by ACM India and the Outstanding Chapter
Website Award in 2023 internationally by ACM.

To engage and enrich its members, PASC organizes a wide range of activities throughout the year. The
chapter hosts an Annual Technical and Non-Technical Event called Pulzion & Radiance, which allows
participants to showcase their skills and knowledge. PASC also conducts ‘Pasckathon’, a hackathon
that fosters creativity and problem-solving abilities. The chapter actively supports various member
projects, providing opportunities to apply theoretical concepts to real-world scenarios.

Recognizing the importance of research, PASC promotes and facilitates research endeavors among
its members. It encourages them to contribute to the academic community through research paper
publications and knowledge sharing.

PASC believes in continuous learning and growth. The chapter organizes workshops on diverse topics,
ranging from technical subjects to soft skills development, providing members with opportunities to
acquire new skills and expand their horizons.

To cater to the diverse interests of its members, PASC maintains Special Interest Groups (SIG) focused
on specific areas of computing. These SIGs conduct seminars, inviting experts from academia and
industry to share insights and experiences, fostering learning and collaboration.

In conclusion, PICT ACM Student Chapter (PASC) has grown into a thriving community of over 600
members since its establishment. With its impressive track record of recognition and awards, PASC is
committed to creating an environment that fosters innovation and personal development. Through
its diverse range of activities, PASC provides members with opportunities to excel and contribute to
the field of computing. The chapter envisions itself as a beacon of progress, continuously pushing the
boundaries of what can be achieved within the ACM community.




PICT CSI Student Branch
N

PICT CSI Student Branch (PCSB) working under CSI (Computer Society of India), was established with
an objective to facilitate research, knowledge, and career enhancement for the students, along
with inspiring and nurturing new entrants into the industry. It provides a platform for technical and
non-technical education. One of the key strengths is the rate of growth in a short span of time. The
club takes pride in the fact that it is one of the best student communities in Pune, still attracting new
members and growing at an exponential rate.

PCSB has active teams working on a variety of technical domains that include Web Development, App
Development, Machine Learning, Blockchain, Cloud Computing, and Competitive Programming. PCSB
conducts various events and seminars throughout the year namely XENIAVERSE and XENIA which
brought out over 450 plus participants this year with 1200 dedicated members.

XENIA is an annual technical event organized by PICT CSI Student Branch. It is a three-day technical fest
where students all around participate to compete amongst themselves. The organizing team grows
significantly each year as they consistently strive in exploring various technologies and bringing the
most innovative technical events. Last year, the theme of the event, Web3.0 and Blockchain emphasized
on events that allowed students to learn the technology and actively compete in technical events, build
up events, and attend workshops.

PCSB also conducts other numerous events such as SUCOCODE which is an Annual Competitive Coding
Competition. Its increased participation has led to it becoming one of the biggest national coding
competitions. The number of participants in 2022 and 2021 were 510 and 650 respectively. Prizes
are awarded to both junior (FE & SE) and senior category (TE & BE) winners. Every year PCSB tries
to incorporate new programs into its list of activities for the year. Apart from holding placement
preparation seminars and career guidance workshops, PCSB introduced its exclusive Mentorship
Program that allows Second Year students to form teams and work on any desired project allowing
them to be mentored by the club heads and seniors that are experts in their respective domains.
This initiative saw 310 participants at the beginning of the year 2023. Following the success of the
Mentorship Program and with the goal to help students improve their skills and enhance their profile,
PCSB introduced CODING CIRCLE. It is an exclusive community under it that focuses solely on promoting
Internship and Placement preparation. This also includes holding C++ and Python SIGs wherein C++
and Python courses are taught by industry experts or PICT Alumni allowing students to gain real life
application and use of the languages. SNAPHUNT is an annual event where the FEs complete technical
and non-technical challenges and it saw a total number of 347 participants. These events gave them
a nostalgia and dopamine overdose that serves as a perfect welcome to the club. Apart from these
activities, PCSB regularly conducts Web, App, and ML SIGs (Special Interest Groups) with the aim of
making students aware about the latest technologies and giving them a chance to build real-time live
projects.

The activities and workshops taken under PCSB have constantly proved a helping hand for its members
to achieve their technical dreams. PCSB has remained a choice of students to gain industry knowledge
along with improving leadership skills.




PICT IEEE Student Branch

PICT IEEE Student Branch (PISB) was established in the year 1988, with an aim of inculcating a sense of
technical awareness amongst its student members. PISB provides an opportunity for all, including student
members, to showcase their talent, views and further strengthen IEEE activities.

The major events for which PISB is looked upon by the college and the students include Credenz, Credenz
Tech Days (CTD), Seminars and Special Interest Groups (SIGs), and the PICT IEEE Newsletter Group (P.l.N.G.
Magazine).

Some of the technical programs organized by our Student Branch are as follows:

1) Credenz is the annual technical festival organised by the PICT IEEE Student Branch. Started in 2004,
with a view to elicit the best out of each and everyone, it has grown to become one of the finest technical
events in Pune. Participants get a chance to discover their talents and thrive in numerous technical events
like Clash, Reverse Coding, WebWeaver, Cretronix, and DataWiz. The spirit of learning and discovery has
inspired the PICT IEEE Student Branch to present Credenz, a podium for you to nurture and cultivate
talents.

2) Credenz Tech Dayz is an intra-college annual Techfest organised by the PISB. Participants get a chance
to test their logical aptitude and Problem solving skills in events like National Computing Contest and
Reverse Coding. All these events were conducted virtually and the platforms are built from scratch by
the members of our student branch using technologies like React, Django Rest Framework and were
deployed using Azure cloud services.

3) Special interest groups (SIG) are organised by the PICT IEEE Student Branch. SIG aims not only to
infuse a competitive spirit among participants, but also widen their horizons in the ever-changing field
of technology via knowledge shared. Participants get a chance to widen their talents. This is a unique
chance for the students to go beyond the traditional spheres of academics and make the most of their
potential. This spirit of learning and discovery has inspired the PICT IEEE Student Branch to conduct the
Special interest groups (SIG), a podium for students to nurture and cultivate their talents.

4) PISB organises seminars by esteemed industrialists. These seminars provide a platform wherein the
students are exposed to the latest innovations in technology. Seminars bring together small groups for
meetings, focusing each time on some particular subject, in which everyone presents and gains immense
knowledge and are benefited by the same. These seminars have speakers from top industries.

5) P.L.LN.G. (PICT IEEE Newsletter Group) is the official technical magazine of PISB published twice a year.
P..N.G. serves as a platform for individuals to portray their technical ingenuity. It highlights articles on
cutting-edge technologies from technocrats all around the globe including students, industrialists and
faculty members. It also features interviews of distinguished personalities in various technical domains.
P.I.LN.G. aims at keeping its readers up to date on recent developments in technology and helps them
extrapolate their perceptions to contemporary ideas of modernisation.




PICT GameDevUtopia

GameDevUtopia is the official Game development club of PICT providing a community for passionate
GameDevs, Digital artists and Gamers a platform to express themselves through the wonderful
medium of games. Today the world of video games is seeing a marked rise in esports, steaming
platform engagement like on Twitch and an expanding demographic of people who're looking for
fresh immersive content.

As more and more top technical institutes start stepping up to the Gamedev scene, GDU stands tall
rubbing shoulders with some of the best in the world of Student Game Developers.

GameDevUtopia is one of the youngest clubs in PICT founded in 2019 by 3 PICT students and has
witnessed a dramatic rise since. Today, GDU has a branch operating in IlIT Kottayam as well. From
retro 2D pixel games to vast 3D open-world titles, the Programming team of GDU makes them all
employing a variety of engines like love2d, Unity, Godot, and so on. The Design team creates stunning
digital art, be it from Spritesheets and eye-catching Pixart used in our games to beautiful 3D designs
and models.

Quickly emerging as one of the most active clubs in PICT - regular workshops and SIG's as well as
sessions by industry experts are conducted to get students acquainted with emerging technologies
used in the gamedev industry. Notable sessions conducted this year include a talk by Steve's
Teacher, a prominent youtuber in the development community as well as the recently conducted
fireside chat with Flamendless aka Brandon Lim-it and a session conducted by Kyle Schaub, the
youtube Challacade. As a game-dev club, participating as a team in game-jams forms a significant
part of the club’s agenda and here GDU has risen remarkably to the occasion, time and time again
winning gamejams in IIT Bombay, IIT Madras, lIT Hyderabad, lIT Indore, NITs, llITs, and other reputed
institutes.

Collaborating with Debsoc, GDU is delighted to present our flagship event this year - Paricharcha x

Glitched! Paricharcha x Glitched promises to be a roller-coaster of fun as the worlds of debate and
game development fuse into a mix of Esports, Debate and Gamedev!




PICT EDC

At EDC PICT, we are strong advocates of the concept of ‘Start-up and Stand-out’. The Entrepreneurship
Development Cell is a student-driven enterprise at the Pune Institute of Computer Technology that
endeavors to inspire and motivate young students toward their entrepreneurial aspirations, enabling
them to establish their ventures. The EDC team is dedicated to mentoring and directing students
toward entrepreneurship, empowering them to take ownership of their startups and become
self-sufficient. The initiative was first launched in 2009 by PICT students to create future leaders who
would make significant contributions to society.

To achieve this goal, EDC PICT engages students in a range of activities, such as workshops, interactions
with successful entrepreneurs, building prototypes, establishing small campus companies, and
internships with external businesses. These initiatives aim to cultivate skills such as organizing,
team-building, networking, compliance knowledge, and sponsorship. During the AY. 2022-23, EDC PICT
conducted various activities, including pitching competitions, guest lectures, student seminars, and
more. Some of these activities include

1. Abstract '22

2. FE Induction - ‘Aarambh’

3. The Entrepreneurial Treasure Hunt

4, InternHunt '23 - 20 hiring startups, 550 registrations, 50 offers

5. Session on ‘Stock Market and Investment Fundamentals’ by Mr. Aditya Satalkar and Mrs. Smruti
Satalkar

6. Study Abroad Guidance Session by Suchit Sahoo in association with Ambition

7. Session by Vighnesh Mohota on ‘From Employee-minded to Entrepreneur-minded’

8. Session on ‘Climate Kranti - Green Entrepreneurship Fellowship’ in collaboration with NSS, JOSH
TALKS, Yuwaah (UNICEF), GAME (Global Alliance for Mass Entrepreneurship) and We Naturalists.

Currently, EDC PICT is the incubator for the following startups: MiBAIO ELEMEC Pvt. Ltd. by Vedant
Mane, My College Network by Sanyam Chhoriya, Brisk Rooms by Soaham Pimparkar and Growmonks.
One EDC member Diya Oswal was the semifinalist in the national level E-Yantra Innovation Challenge.
EDC PICT takes pride in all the entrepreneurs who have pursued their dreams with the initiative's
guidance and support. The mission remains unchanged, which is to foster an entrepreneurial spirit
and provide a platform for the creation of successful entrepreneurs.




PICT ART CIRCLE
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PICT Art Circle is an extra - curricular activity club where all passionate and talented artists come
together to celebrate the gift of artistry. The biggest specialty of Art Circle is, embedded in its name
itself - Art ‘Circle’, signifying our philosophy - “Everyone is equal as an artist”. The various sections
inside Art Circle are: acting-writing, music, dance, and set.

Art Circle is associated with many exciting events throughout the year, including the two major
Inter-College drama competitions: Purushottam Karandak and Firodia Karandak. Despite participationin
Firodia Karandak 23 not being possible, we have performed an In House Play, signifying that we perform
plays not just for competitions, but its immense passion. We also participate in various Inter-College
Music and Dance competitions. Some of them are IITK Antaragni, MIT Aarohan, YIN Dance Contest, VIT
\/-Rock Contest, etc.

Furthermore, Art Circle also conducts many internal events. Fresher’s Meet is an introductory event for
FEs and DSEs. Giving the FEs and DSEs a grand platform to show their talent, Abhivyaktee - an hour-long
event comprising skit, music, dance, and paintings is conducted.

Art Circle has earned a lot of achievements in the AY. 2022-23. Our One-Act Play ‘Kaligaman’ has secured
the First Rank in Purushottam Karandak ‘22, with consolation awards for Best Director (Abhishek Sabnis)
and Best Actress (Prachi Vitekar). In Purushottam Mahakarandak, ‘Kaligaman’ bagged a consolation
award for Best Actor (Swanand Kulkarni). The Dance Section has given a winning performance in
YIN Dance Competition 2022 and reached the Finale of 1ITK's Antaragni competition. Our Music Band
‘Prachand’ has won the second prize in VIT V Rock 2023 also Srushti Thakur won the 1%t runner-up prize
in the Solo singing competition at VIT.

Passion, dexterity, ambition, magnanimity, and charm are some of the traits that apply to every member
of this lovely family - PICT Art Circle.
#UNITED_WE_ROCK




PICT NSS

The PICT NSS club aims to shape students' personalities by encouraging community service and
promoting social responsibility. The specific objectives include problem-solving in the community,
fostering leadership skills and democratic attitudes, utilizing technology for innovative solutions,
building teamwork skills, promoting national integration and social harmony, and encouraging
participation in the nation's development. The ultimate goal of the PICT NSS club is to develop socially
responsible leaders committed to serving their community and nation.

Various Activities Organized in the AY. 2022-23:

The NSS Club and DATRI Blood Stem Cell Donors Registry organized a campaign to raise awareness
about life-threatening blood disorders and create a database of potential donors. The campaign had
a significant impact, with over 200 swabs collected. PICT Pictoreal in collaboration with PICT NSS
and POONA SEROLOGICAL INSTITUTE BLOOD BANK, conducted a blood donation drive at PICT, Pune,
0;!1 February 15, 2023, aiming to collect blood units, create awareness, and address the acute blood
shortage.

PICT NSS taught computer basics to underprivileged students at Vimlabai Lunkand Vidyalaya, Pune,
covering computer parts and software. The volunteers visited the SAVALI special child care center in
Kothrud, Pune, engaging with mentally retarded and specially-abled children through dance, singing,
and musical chairs. They donated a vaporizer machine and an electrothermal hot water bag to the
center, and the children were delighted.

PICT NSS organized a 7-day camp at Khopi, promoting community development and social welfare. The
camp ended with a collaborative effort with Bharati Vidyapeeth of Ayurveda to provide health services
to the community.

In November 2022, PICT NSS organized a Mass Preamble Reading on Constitution Day, testing
participants' understanding of Indian democracy with a quiz. The organization also co-organized a
\oter Registration Camp with the Election Commission of India, guiding students on the process and
the significance of voting.

PICT NSS celebrated National Unity Day on October 31, 2022, with a Unity Run, raising slogans and
holding banners. The Tree Conservation Drive at Uttamrao Patil Biodiversity Park raised awareness
about plant diseases and promoted environmental responsibility among volunteers.




PICT DEBSOC

PICT's Official Debate Society (DEBSOC) was founded in 2019 by a group of enthusiastic pioneers looking
to introduce a platform where PICTians could both enhance their confidence in self-expression through
speech, and also engage in intellectually stirring discussions and debates with fellow members of the
society and beyond. We have grown into a community of about 600 members that work together to
develop and nurture public speaking skills and a variety of soft skills that are essential in today's world.

Inter - Paricharcha '22

Paricharcha, PICT DEBSOC’s National-level debating tournament was conducted on the 20 and 21
of August, 2022. The format of the debate was modified Asian Parliamentary Debate and we hosted
an amazing 25 teams. In this edition, we also included the concept of trainee adjudicators, who were
participants that learned how to judge a debate. With a prize pool of Rs. 10,000, the event was a major
hit.

Distinguished Speaker Program

In the Distinguished Speaker Program, we invite masters in the field of public speaking to share their
knowledge with students of PICT. The 3™ edition of the DSP was conducted on 5*" December, 2022.
This year’s speaker was Mr. Prasad Sovani, a communication evangelist who covered everything from
the definition of communication to how to communicate effectively and professionally. It was a great
learning experience for all present, especially for the newly-joined first year students who had just
begun their professional education.

Aagman - A FE Meet

Aagman, our FE Meet was conducted on 14 December, 2022 to introduce the newly admitted and highly
excited FEs to DEBSOC. The event did not just tell them about the club but also gave a glimpse into the
working and life in our society. With several invigorating games and activities which did not just preach
but also brought into account practice, the FE meet was a big success. The event concluded with lots of
FEs joining DEBSOC and its efforts at making an orator out of all of its knowledge-hungry participants.

Paricharcha x Glitched

This year, we leveled up the Intra-version of Paricharcha by collaborating with another talented club in
PICT, GameDevUtopia. A collaboration based on imagination, the event saw the fusion of gaming with
public speaking. The competition, Paricharcha, also welcomed participants from all undergraduate
institutes of Pune, and with its three imaginative rounds of ‘3 Magical Words', ‘Group Discussion’, and
'Brtijtidstharliamentary Debate’, Paricharcha was the ultimate learning experience for all budding orators
and debaters.

Social Media

This year, we at PICT DEBSOC, made an effort to present new information related to important days,
events, and topics in @ mini-blogging format on our social media. We covered a variety of topics from
‘National Milk Day’ to ‘Nobel-Prize Day’ to ‘India getting the G20 Presidency’. Our aim with all of our social
media content is always to provide our readers with some new and interesting topics to think about.
Overall, PICT DEBSOC has stayed true to its motto of having an inclusive platform to discuss new ideas,
learn from conversations, and grow to be confident and commanding individuals.




TEDXPICT

TEDXPICT is a student-run club at the Pune Institute of Computer Technology. We aim to provide a
platform for sharing innovative ideas and perspectives on a wide range of topics. Our goal is to foster
a culture of curiosity and creativity among students and the wider community, and inspire them to
make positive changes in their lives and the world around them.

Over the course of the 2022-2023 academic year, TEDXPICT organized several events and activities that
engaged students, faculty members, and community members. Some of the major activities were:

1. TEDXPICT Talks: The flagship event of the club, TEDxPICT Talks brought together 6 speakers from
various fields to share their inspiring stories and ideas. The event was attended by over 100 participants
and featured talks on topics such as technology, entrepreneurship, linguistics, and sustainable traveling.

2. Social Media Campaigns: To reach a wider audience and promote the club's mission, TEDxPICT
continued the social media campaign ‘Kaleidoscope’ from previous years. The campaign aimed to
showcase diverse perspectives and talents by featuring short video clips of people from different
walks of life and their thoughts on a range of topics.

We also posted blogs, poems and articles on our social media pages written by our enthusiastic writers
who covered a wide range of topics that intrigued and engaged the mind.

3. Podcasts: As part of our efforts to expand our reach and engage more people, TEDxPICT launched
a podcast series called ‘The UKW Podcast.’ The series featured discussions on intriguing topics, social
experiments, and much more.

TEDXPICT is committed to providing a platform for students and community members to share their
ideas and perspectives on a wide range of topics. We are grateful for the support and engagement of
our members and institute, and we look forward to continuing to grow and inspire change in the years
ahead.




PICT MUN

The current world order controlled by the United States and NATO, while moving towards an increasingly
multipolar world, mandates as well as reinforces the necessity of a strong foreign policy with a focus on
cooperation for peace and deliberation to solve the issues that confront us; both at home and abroad.

The PICT Model United Nations Club (MUN), thus, remains steadfast in its mission of inculcating a sense
of thirst for geopolitical knowledge and diplomatic temper, to prepare all its members and fellow
students for the world that they are about to enter in; and also instill the importance of values like
fraternity and patriotism to their motherland in the process.

The Model United Nations, broken down to its core is a simulation/re-enactment of the actual United
Nations General Assembly as well as other UN Committees where each participant, or Delegate, as we
like to call them, is given a nation, a committee, and an agenda to defend and represent throughout
the Conference. This provides them with a connection to the nation they represent and ensures they
learn key concepts like research, oration, and other diplomatic manners & soft skills.

Since its inception in 2016, PICT MUN has been at the forefront of Pune’s MUN Circuit and continues to
work tirelessly, adhering to the motto, ‘Think. Discuss. Prosper.. This year PICT MUN came out with one
copy of the ‘Inquisitor’ Newsletter, as well as various other posts including a podcast resulting from a
collaboration with GECA MUN.

PICT MUN’s 2022 Conference, too, was a resounding success after 2 years of online MUNs amid the COVID
Pandemic. The club also sent out multiple successful delegations to colleges and organizations around
Pune, many of which managed to secure laurels for members as well as the college. Two of our members
were also recognized for their talents and were invited to the Executive Board (Chair/Judge) in two other
MUNSs.

We also successfully conducted a Geopolitics-themed treasure hunt mini-event. As of the writing of this
report, SE students have been selected to lead the club for another year and the 2023 Recruitment Drive
is in full swing.

In the end, PICT MUN remains a community of extraordinary individuals with outstanding talents who
have come together to achieve something greater than the sum of its parts. The Secretariat, on behalf
of all the members, thanks the Teacher-In-Charge, and other college faculty for continuing to support
our regular ventures. We also congratulate the students who have tirelessly worked towards the benefit
of this club. We believe that the new generation of first-year students will continue to build upon and
accomplish what their seniors have already achieved.




PICT InC 2023

This year we conducted the 37" edition of PICT’s flagship Technical Mega event “Impetus and Concepts”
(InC). Every year InC sets a platform for students to design, develop, exhibit, and watch their ideas come
true. It is an international level competition that has been catching the attention of corporate giants and
provides on-the-spot job offers. InC attracts the brightest minds from India and abroad and is one of
the most celebrated events of all time. Being unique among the lot, the event welcomes teams from all
Engineering branches confined to specific domains. This year, teams from all over the world participated
in a series of competitions that tested their technical mettle under the guidance and mentorship of
industry experts. The event consists of two main tracks.

1. CONCEPTS:

Concepts is an international-level competition where Final Year students from various colleges
in India and overseas presented their projects. The three-day event has been in the spotlight of
the industry, not only for sponsorship but also in terms of innovation and design thinking. Various
multinational companies guided and mentored the participants, providing insights into their quality
products/projects, even providing on spot job offers & internships. The event also offered patent
registration fees for those projects that were innovative and patentable.

2.IMPETUS:

Impetus is another international-level competition. With the recent trends and the zeal among
junior-year students, the Institute thought of encouraging these students to present their innovative
ideas and designs. This helped in grooming the students to think in the right direction. During the 3
days event, First year to Third Year students from various colleges across India and abroad showcase
their innovative projects to a panel of industry experts and judges.

3. PRADNYA:

Pradnya is a unique programming event that has been specially designed to attract skilled as well as
novice programmers, from all over the world. Across two mind-bending rounds, the event tested the
coders for their general knowledge of coding and ability to implement the solution. The participants
were subjected to numerous real world problems that tested their logical and analytical thinking
alongside their command over the programming language.Participants that put themselves to the
test found the opportunity to appraise their skills in coding and also enhance their coding style. This
programming contest was open for all years of Engineering.




Statistics:

a) Application development, Database, System Applications, Big Data. (AD)

b) Communication, Networking, Security, Blockchain, CloudComputing. (CN)

¢) Image Processing, DSP, Multimedia. (DSP)

d) Embedded systems, ViSi, ioT, Remote sensing. (ES)

e) Machine Learning, Pattern Recognition, Artificial Intelligence, Expert System. (ML)
f) Others ( Bio-Signal Processing, Biomedical, Bioinformatics, etc.). (OT)

1) Concepts:

Domain External External Total
Online Offline External

AD 23 31 54

CN 1 6 7

8 12 20

4 17 21

38 46 84

10 32 42

84

2) Impetus:

Domain Online Offline Total
External

AD 4 33

CN 35 10

7 7

56 10

30 20

40 18

98

Sponsoring Organizations:

Title sponsors: Uptiqg, EQ Technologic
Co-sponsors: Imocha, Sarvatra, Airavana

Co and Concepts sponsors: Bajaj-finserv

Impetus sponsor: AGCO Corp

Pradnya sponsor: Veritas

Other sponsor: Fold Health, Z byte, Algo Analytics
In association with: PISB, PASC, PCSB




PICT Addiction'23

Pune Institute of Computer Technology (PICT) organized its annual cultural program from 24 April to
26" April 2023 on the PICT campus. This is the most awaited event for all the students of the college.
The first day of the event started with a breathtaking presentation of Dhoi-Tasha. The theme for Tirst
day was ‘Ethnic Wear’, the second day was ‘Cosplay’ and the last day was ‘Glam and Glitter’,

24™ April 2023 marked the first day of the three-day event which was held at the PICT campus and
inaugurated by Director, Dr. P. T. Kulkarni and Principal, Dr. S. T. Gandhe. The theme for the day was
‘India’s diverse culture’. The students and the staff came for the event dressed up in traditional attires
from various regions of the country. The students took charge and started with the ‘Dhol-Tasha’
performance. The whole campus turned into a collection of traditions from all over the country. It was
really difficult to pick winners as all were unique in their own way. Everyone enjoyed the side events
and the various performances. The anchors did a great job of maintaining the flow and entertaining
the audience. The audition team, coordination team, design team, and photography team all did a
great job in backstage to bring the dances, songs, and acts to life on stage.




25" April 2023 was the second day of the event. The theme for Cosplay was ‘your favorite fictional
character from movies, TV shows, video games, memes, etc. The side events and the students’
performances were enjoyed by everyone. Everyone enjoyed DJ in the evening.

26" April 2023 was the last day of the event and was celebrated as ‘Glam and Glitter’. The day started
with the prize distribution ceremony. The BE students took charge and infused the whole atmosphere
with energy through the amazing performance. The event came to a rocking end by the beats of the DJ
which turned the campus into a dance floor. The event left everyone with loads of joy and memories for
a lifetime.




Implementation of SIP 2022-23

Student Induction Programme 2022-23 is implemented in three phases:
1. Initial Phase

2. Regular Phase and

3. Final Phase

1. Initial Phase:
The Director welcomed all the students and parents, and gave a keynote address. The Principal
briefed them about the vision and mission of PICT and addressed the newbies. Respective heads of
the departments (HoDs) shared information about the department, rules, policies, various facilities,
etc.

2. Regular Phase:

During this phase, different activities were carried out for students on various modules like Universal
Human Values (UHV), Creative Arts, Physical Activity, Yoga, Familiarization with the department,
Interaction with Alumni, etc.

Module No. of Sessions
Conducted
Universal Human Values 04
Life Skills 08
Career Counselling 04
Motivational 03
Fine Arts 02
Social Cause 03

College Subcommittees 06

b < o L B W R e

3. Final Phase:
During this phase, feedback was taken from the students on various activities of the induction program.

How do you rate the overall experience of the program on a scale of 110 10 (1 for lowest and 10 for
highest)

685 responges
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PICT International Relations

International Relations (IR) cell of the Pune Institute of Computer Technology has been formulated
recently, in 2017 to promote the integration of global/international dimensions into the teaching and
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Valuing the undeniable importance and impact of internationalization on engineering education, PICT,
as a leading premier institute strives to prepare the students and faculty for international mobility and
thus ensure value addition by providing a flavor of foreign culture.

With the exponential acceleration of globalization, PICT views internationalization as an inevitable
dimension and endorses activities such as:

1. Industry-sponsored projects with industries abroad

2. Joint research project with foreign universities

3. Summer internship/school program at foreign universities/industries
4. Student exchange

5. Faculty exchange

6. International educational tour

7. Expert Sessions

Team IR:

1) Dr. M. P. Turuk, E&TE Department
Ms. R. A. Kulkarni, CE Department
Ms. A. A. Joshi, First Year Engineering Department
Mr. S. D. Shelke, IT Department
Ms. P. S. Dumal, E&TE Department
1. US delegates Dr. Donald Martin, International Career Counsellor, and former Dean of students at
Columbia University, University of Chicago visited PICT Campus on 24 January, 2023. Dr. Donald was
accompanied by Astute Academy Chairman and Director Dr. Tushar Deoras, Dr. Vijay Wadhai, and Dr.
Rujuta Barbadekar, members of the Astute Academy.
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Dr. Martin addressed students about the admission process in US universities and key profile-enhancing
activities.




- : ﬁ SRR hons Conts
Cogaputer Pune, Maharashtra, India
7*“—"’!‘395’ PICT, DHANKAWADI, Pune, Maharashtra 411043, India
'Q Lat 18.458235°
Long 73.850568°
} Google 24/01/23 11:22 AM

2. MoU was signed between EduKerron International and PICT on the 7*" February 2023. Centre of
European Studies was formulated in the T&P cell. It will be a great platform for students and faculty
to explore international opportunities.

it
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3. An Online session on ‘Career Opportunities through Centre of European Studies’ was conducted by
Mr. Kerron Vaishnav, Founder and CEO of EduKerron International Private Limited on the 4* April 2023
for the faculty members.




PICT Sports

Sports allow students to compete against skilled athletes from other colleges and
universities. Alongside competition and performance, sports place emphasis on student

initiative and team management, allowi participants tc shape their owih experience.
Outdoor and indoor sports facilities are available for Table Tennis, Chess, Carom, Basketball,
Volleyball, etc. Students are motivated/encouraged to take part in various tournaments at
College/District/University/State/National/International level. PICT has well equipped Gym facility
for students and staff with specially appointed trainer. The “International Day of Yoga” is being
celebrated annually on 271°* June every year. PICT organizes regular “Yoga & Pranayama” practice at
campus for students & staff. Various sports events organized are:

Elevate: It is an Inter collegiate Students & Corporate Competition for sports like Volleyball,

Basketball, and Cricket.

PICT Karandak: It is an Inter Collegiate staff Competition that includes Volleyball, Cricket, Chess, and

Carrom matches.

PICT Sports Day: It is an Intra College Competition Day for Students & Staff. It includes the sports

like, Cricket, Chess, Badminton, Volleyball, Table Tennis, Carrom, and Throwball.

The statistics of Elevate '23 are:

Sports Event Teams Winer Runner up
Participated
Intercollegiate boys team | 19 MIC & S, Pune IEIT, Pune
Basketball : :
Intercollegiate girls team | 12 MIT-WPU, Pune | MCOE, Pune
Vollevball Intercollegiate boys team | 16 SIT, Narhe PICT, Pune
g Intercollegiate girls team | 10 Cummins. Pune PICT, Pune

Participation in other sports events includes SPPU, Summit MIT, Zest COEP, Shahu AISSMS, Shivaji
AISSMS lolT, Kavare Karandak, Gandharva VIIT, Milange VIT, Pace AIT, MIT-WPU Teachers League, Elevate
PICT.

Achievements in sports for the A.Y. 2022-23 are:

Sr. Name Sports Event Achievement
No.
1. | Mr. Ved Bhatawadekar | Chess SPPU Intercollegiate Selected for Zonal
2. | Ms. Diya Oswal Fencing SPPU Intercollegiate Selected for Zonal
3. | Mr. Vardhan Dongare Badminton MIT ADT Vishwanath | Best Player Award
Sports Meet 2023
4. | Badminton (M) Badminton Zest, COE. Pune 22d Place
5. | Ms. Diya Oswal Fencing Zest, COE Pune 1 Gold & 1 Silver
6. | Chess (M) Chess Zest, COE Pune 1 Gold & 1 Silver
7. | Volleyball (W) Volleyball Elevate, PICT Pune 204 Place
8. | Volleyball (M) Volleyball Elevate, PICT Pune 20d Place
9. Lawn Tennis (M) Lawn Tennis | Summit MIT WPU., Winner
Pune
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PICT SPORTS TEAMS

Football Team Cricket Team
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VOLUME 01

As the very first batch of PICT (Graduating Class of 1987), we had christened the magazine *Pictorial*. We are talking circa 1985, when the
college was operating from within Navin Hind High School in Bhavani Peth!

We had access to one dot-matrix printer and an Apple lle clone to get our work accomplished. One vividly recalls many late nights over
countless cups of tea on the third floor of our extremely limited campus environment of two classrooms and an adjacent room that
doubled up as a Lab.

Despite all the challenges, a motley crew of like-minded and highly motivated individuals from FE, SE and TE teamed together to come up
with a format to publish the very first journal. It was the camaraderie and collective team effort that put us over the finish line, and we
recall breathing a huge sigh of relief when the final product was launched!

The pleasant surprise was that while our efforts were lauded, we had no idea whatsoever that we had set in motion and carved a legacy
for a whole new generation to carry on and evolve the publication to something as mature and sophisticated as it has become today, with
teams of resources contributing to its success and readership. We commend all of you for making it happen, and a very Happy 25th!!

On behalf of the entire Editorial committee of these first few batches, it is our wish and blessing that the current and future students of
this hallowed institution will continue down this path to further evolve and perfect the publication of *Pictoreal* into an exemplary and
shining beacon!

Mr. Arvind Benegal (Benny)

VOLUME 02

Where do | begin to reminisce about a feverish few months of intense activity in 1986 and 1987 spent on producing PICTorial 877

I was just a fresher, having joined PICT in June 1986. At that time, PICT was being conducted in four classrooms at the Navin Hind High
School in Bhavani Peth, Pune. If it's still there, you should go check it out.

My parents were extremely unimpressed the first time we visited the school campus. At first, they thought | had brought them to the
wrong place. But once | saw some nerdy kids lounging about in the cycle stand, | knew it was the right place. | knew | had found my people
within a few minutes of meeting Abjijeet Chaudhari (TE), Dhananjay Thite (SE), and Niranjan Mayya (BE) downstairs on that dusty school
ground.

My parents (both Doctors) were understandably aghast as we ‘toured’ the 4 classrooms and 2 ‘computer labs.’ They couldn't understand
that this was an actual engineering college accredited by the University of Pune. Professors Kusi and Professor Sahasrabuddhe didn't help
by pointing out that | could do much better, having secured admission to Instrumentation in COEP and a seat at the prestigious BJ Medical
College. They tried their hardest to convince me not to throw my chance away at becoming an Instrumentation Engineer or a Doctor!
But | had some strange premonition that this new-fangled ‘computer’ was the future. And | stuck to my guns. To the disappointment of
my parents and future teachers.

A month later, in June 1986, | was admitted to PICT and started classes. Within a few days, | made friends across all years. Being such a
small college, you rubbed shoulders daily with your seniors in every class or fought for computer time with them in the labs. At that time,
we had Apple Il clones running CP/M (look it up). We used to program in Pascal and BASIC. The student community was one big
collaborative class. Even our teachers became our pals, except for Prof. Paradkar, our Math teacher. He was always the terror on campus.
Being quite active in extracurriculars (which became my hallmark in the six years | spent at PICT), | got into every club that there was. From
the Quiz club to the magazine committee, | was itching to have fun. | remember when the call went out to publish the second-ever issue
of PICTorial. The first issue was produced on a shoestring budget in 1985 and managed to win 3 prizes at the University of Pune
inter-collegiate magazine competition.




For a college that was barely 3 years old, that was an amazing achievement and reflected the quality of the students that continues to
this day.

As was the expectation, the magazine was an entirely student-run affair. Our professors and Principal Ramakrishna supported us through
connections to people and resources. The core committee was Ramkumar Krishnan, Sanjay Menon, Abhijeet Chaudhari, and Gagan Gupta.
Three students from S.E. and one (Abhijeet) from T.E. Having made some sort of impression on these guys due to my quizzing abilities,
they somehow let me into their circle. Or rather, | weaseled my way into the circle by offering to host the meetings at my house. My room
had a typewriter and phone line, and my parents provided endless chai and snacks.

Thus began our guest to put together a semblance of a magazine. We solicited stories and poems from every student that could. When
we realized we wouldn't have enough content to fill a magazine-length periodical, we came up with the bright idea of adding a project
synopsis of the B.E. students. Add to that a whole section on Marathi stories and poems rounded off the magazine nicely.

| remember the team brainstorming on the cover design. Today it looks simple, even archaic - a 5 1/4 floppy disk sticking out at a
45-degree angle in its sleeve. And then, someone came up with the idea that we should have a hole in the cover to match the hole in the
floppy disk. That one decision threw all our plans haywire. We had to find a printing press that had the mechanical press to cut out that
hole in every cover. Luckily we found Mandar Printing Press - which was conveniently owned by my classmate Mandar Agashe. They
figured out a hole punch to match the exact diameter of the floppy disk, and each cover was then punched through, giving us a unique
design for our magazine. At that time, it was considered pretty ‘cutting edge’. Our weekly sessions at my house continued well into the
night each time. We were on the phone constantly trying to get sponsors to pay for our printing and binding costs. Lacking any real DTP
software, we typed up stories on my typewriter and on the college computers. We used editors like WordStar and WordPress in text mode
running on MS-DOS on some new IBM clone PCs. Then we had to deliver printouts to the printer, where they typeset them by hand on a
mechanical printing press. It was an experience in digital and analog printing that | was quite unique as we were close to the DTP
revolution about to begin in the next couple of years.

Flipping through the magazine today, | clearly remember all the stories and articles on each page. The serious tone of the magazine set in
the first few pages soon gave way to nerdy frivolity, Wodehousesque puns, and clever limericks. It was also the first time | saw my own
name in print. | contributed a sci-fi story based on the equation of a sphere that | had recently learned in the M1 class taught by Prof.
Paradkar. As usual, | was daydreaming in class, and the equation caught my eye. | started thinking of a story based on that equation and
came up with a now corny-sounding ‘Survival of the Fittest’ on page 34. | was certainly no Issac Asimov :).

The magazine is a true time capsule of that year. The people who were involved in producing the magazine as well as featured in the
magazine are still all good friends, though spread all over the world. Even today, when we connect, we reminisce about the time we were
all laughing at Abhijeet's article on page 40 where he came up with some funny definitions of computer terms, like “Static RAM - A
lethargic male sheep” or "Program - An advocate of the cgs system.” That one was deep.

The reception for our magazine was amazing. No one posted anything on Twitter or Insta. We didn't even get a lousy email from anyone.
We were left scratching our heads, but then we realized it was 1987. We didn't have the internet yet, and the folks who invented Twitter
and Insta were still in elementary school.

Back then, we had to actually meet in person and share the criticism or praise for the stories and the magazine in class. Or actually outside
class. The reception was enthusiastic, and everyone loved the unique cover with the hole. The magazine then went on to win more awards
though now | forget them all.

It was an amazing experience, and the all-male magazine team went on to be highly popular with 5 of the approximately 30 total girls in
the entire college. The 5 were the ones who actually wrote for the magazine. So we already knew them well.

As | looked back on the year and ruefully looked down at my FE mark sheet, | failed a few subjects due to my distraction from the
magazine. But | got a Distinction in organization, collaboration, financing, software usage, salesmanship, networking, impressing
professors and girls, and most importantly, lifelong friendships.

| would fail those subjects every time if | had to do it all over again. PICTorial FTW!

Mr. Gautam Godse




VOLUME 04

College life is such memorable part of our lives! Like everyone else | dreamed of graduating as a Computer Engineer from PICT - the best
college to study Computers! As | began my journey at PICT, | saw the seniors recruited by some of the top companies! The interviews,
placements, packages... everything was new yet exciting to even hear about.

At the turn of the new millennium, the dot com bubble burst started looming over the horizon. The final year, the projects, uncertainty of
the future started occupying our minds. This did not faze us though. In fact, the urge to do something, to create something became
stronger and stronger.

During one of the library visits, someone saw the three old issues of "PICTORIAL", and we started wondering why it is not part of the
tradition anymore. This gave us the spark we all were looking for. In the secondary school | was part of the annual school magazine every
year. So, | naturally agreed to the idea of reviving the magazine after a hiatus of 10 years!

The idea of the magazine triggered enthusiasm and rekindled hope! For many of us, it gave an opportunity to express our thoughts and
creativity - to express our real selves. And so, another idea came! To name the magazine - "PICTOREAL" - that showcases the talent of a
“real” PICTian in a true sense.

Creating PICTOREAL taught so many aspects to everyone associated with the magazine. Convincing other students, getting support from
the staff, finding the writers and artists among us, the topics to write about, the fonts, headers, footers, the interviews, the quotes, the
ads, finance, marketing, printing, discussions, arguments...! | am sure many of us found our hidden talents while working on the magazine.
It gave us the confidence to step into the new worlcl!

In many ways the magazine was our humble attempt to give a channel for our ideas and creativity. Even though we worked from inception
to editing, words are not enough to express the feeling when we got the copies in our hands! Looking at every picture and article stirs up
the memories again and my mind goes two decades back!

The technology has evolved a lot in these twenty years, and so has PICT and PICTians. Many new activities are happening regularly at PICT
now. What has not changed is the love for PICTOREAL. When we revived the magazine in the 4th volume, we did hope that the tradition
will continue and PICTOREAL will rise like the Phoenix. It gives me deep pleasure and satisfaction that PICTOREAL is issued every year since
then and the name stuck with it through all these years!

| congratulate PICT and the current magazine committee for the silver jubilee! | am also thankful to all of you for giving the alumni a trip
down the memory lane. | wish you all the very best!

Mrs. Rupali Baldota-Khabiya

VOLUME 11

| was fascinated by PICTOREAL, the annual college magazine, ever since | first heard of it in my first year (FE) at PICT, even before | could
lay my hands on a copy. So, | asked around and a senior (an SE student at the time) agreed to let me borrow the 2005 edition of PICTOREAL
for a few days, and | read it from cover to cover the same night. | remember being pleasantly surprised by the quality of the content,
primarily due to my presumption that students at a top engineering college would barely have the time or passion for arts and literature
- this perception summarily evolved over my next 4 years at PICT into an understanding of how deeply fellow students and faculty
members cared about creative arts (the Art Circle being a shining example of this). | was keenly interested in literature since early school
years, and | also fancied myself as an amateur writer, having written for school publications, local newspapers, etc. on occasions. So
naturally, | looked forward to PICTOREAL every year since then, and even contributed my own work (written prose, primarily) at times. But
in the final year (BE), | decided to actively participate in shaping my final edition of PICTOREAL. With that in mind, | reached out to Prof. 5.S.
Pande, the faculty Magazine Coordinator, in January 2009 to offer my help. He warmly welcomed me to the core committee, a small group
of 5-6 other students at the time.




Those were relatively early days, and the team had only just begun marketing and fundraising campaigns. | offered to help with all facets,
while also making folks aware of my preference to focus more on the creative side. Over the next few weeks, we developed a rough and
early outline of the magazine along with securing funds through some advertising offers in the magazine from a few local businesses.
Having seen my work in shaping the content outline, learning of my past work, and noticing my passion, Prof. Pande asked me to lead all
creative aspects of PICTOREAL as the editor-in-chief. Goes without saying, it was an honor and privilege, so | gladly accepted without a
pause. The next few months would bring about arguably my best time at PICT, which | fondly remember and cherish to this day.

In my early efforts to recruit folks to help source and develop content for the magazine, | ran into Rasik Pansare, an FE student at the time,
full of enthusiasm and ideas. One such idea was to crowdsource original photographs for the magazine from students (by this time | had
seen first-hand some talented photographers at PICT). We brainstormed several ideas with the team and landed on a photo
exhibition-cum-competition as the medium, where the winners in each category would be decided through votes and would have their
photos featured in the magazine. We named this event PICS-0-REEL, an intuitive name which was also homonymous with PICTOREAL.
Prof. Pande graciously offered his full support and a reasonable budget to execute this plan. The response from fellow students was
overwhelming - we received over 250 original photo submissions, and over 450 students and faculty members (including the Principal,
Vice Principal, College Secretary, HODs, etc.) visited the exhibition and voted for their favorite submissions. In summary, the event was a
bigger success than we'd imagined. I'm proud and humbled to know that the tradition of PICS-0-REEL lives on even after more than a
decade - a feeling I'm certain every single member of the team shares!

PICS-0-REEL also generated a buzz around the campus, helping us recruit new members for various committees including editing. With
the help of the new team members, we cast a wider net, enabling us to source much higher quality content to choose from than
previously anticipated. This meant we had to burn a lot of midnight oil to review, deliberate on, and select which articles, stories, poems,
etc. made the final cut of the magazine. As with any time-boxed project, there were several last-minute hustles which seemed daunting
at the time, but | now fondly look back upon. I'd reminisce about those weeks for years to come with several members of the core team,
like Amol Udanshiv (the Finance Secretary) and Nikhil Kamble (the Magazine Secretary)—my two main partners in crime—and Mihiran
Pratap Vikram (my co-author for the cover page story). But in the end, we got through the process of reviewing, proof-reading, and
approving the final version of the magazine without any major hiccup.

The campus was abuzz on PICTOREAL inauguration day in April 2009. It was a celebration of all the effort the team (of over 50 students
and some faculty members) had put in over the preceding months. The inauguration ceremony, which was presided over by the Principal,
Vice Principal, College Secretary, and the Magazine Coordinator, was well-attended and well-received. | vividly remember several stacks of
magazine copies disappearing within a few hours after it was unveiled in the inauguration ceremony. While there was a sense of relief
among the team members, there was also a tacit acknowledgement of the fact that we were going to miss this journey of getting
together every day motivated by the next task/challenge and working as a team to overcome those challenges. Through this months-long
Journey, | made new friends and forged bonds which remain strong to this day!

I'd like to congratulate the entire PICTOREAL team for their effort in getting the 25thedition out the door - | can truly relate with your
ordeals, but | assure you a lot of fun, pride, and a sense of accomplishment lies ahead! I'd also like to thank the team for reaching out to
PICTOREAL team members from yesteryears (like me) and giving us a chance to be a part of this milestone edition!

Mr. Shridhar Pandey




VOLUME 20

When | signed up to work for the college magazine during my first semester at PICT, | had expected traditional magazine-like activities -
writing, designing, editing and proof-reading. How wrong | was! Little did | know that | was signing up to collaborate with non-profits,
organize events, guide my juniors and make a real impact. Pictoreal was unlike any magazine | had seen - rather than being simply a
literary activity, its goal was to drive positive change in society through donations, career guidance and art. | have extremely fond
memories of my time working for Pictoreal. It taught me how to work well with others, and how to manage people. | still remember
staying up late to set up the paintings and photographs for Pics-0-Reel in the corridor. And the sense of accomplishment | felt when |
signed off on the final draft of the magazine as the Secretary! It was hard work, but worth every ounce of hard work when we saw the
events succeed. The entire magazine team poured their blood, sweat and tears to bring out the magazine by the end of the year. | am
pleased to see that future cohorts of students are continuing to do so and our traditions remain intact!

Mr. Rajwardhan Oak

VOLUME 21

Pictoreal! Four years of engineering make up for some of your most memorable times as a
youngster, For me, this team is a part of that chunk and never to be forgotten. | came in as p I CTO R EA L
a novice in the team, just wanted to be a part of something in PICT which can help me
believe in my abilities and instil in me the confidence to brave all challenges that may lie
ahead. Pictoreal and all my seniors, colleagues and juniors in many ways than not have
helped me be a better human being.

| started with Pictosocial like many others and later was a part of almost all the sub teams.
The 'Picto fam' has a reputation of ensuring warm reception to the new kids while securing
lifelong bonds with the old warhorses who move out of the institution. The seniors always
had an ear for us for all our endeavours and suggestions for the magazine and the team
activities. | remember Dr. P. T. Kulkarni the then Principal, Dr. R. Sreemathy was our
coordinator till 2018 and later Mrs. M. R. Kale for 2019. All of them had their own diverse
identities and way of going about things. Essentially they gave us all the liberty and
creative freedom to accomplish our targets while ably guiding us on the way. As the Event
Coordinator in 2018 and Magazine Secretary in 2019, | tried to pass on as much as | could to
empower my team in improving quality of the magazine and reach of our events and
activities.

The idea of Pictoreal wehsite and the digital copy of the magazine fructified which we were able to
launch in 2019. | feel proud that the current team is ensuring digitisation of all the volumes and has
maintained an in house design team. As | remember my time with the team, | cherish the memories,
friendships, opportunities to meet and interview eminent personalities, the C-building (now A3)
gossips, the Picto meets in C-007, after meet chai sessions, design rush, the call for articles, proof
reads, event publicity and at the end of it all asking for attendance in lieu of all the above. As a former
captain of the ship 'Pictoreal’, I'd say Bravo Zulu to all who've steered it successfully and happy
voyage to all those who shall come with their own compass and sail for eternity.

Lt. Tushar Shelar, Mrs. M.R. Kale




VOLUME 22

My Picto story begins with the captivating 'Manthan' competition during my 15tYear in 2016. As a newcomer to the college, | sought to engage
in a club that would ignite my passion, but | was uncertain about my true interests. | vividly recall joining the Manthan competition merely to
immerse myself in college debates. Little did | know that this experience would introduce me to the enchanting world of Pictoreal—a club
that transcends the boundaries of a mere magazine club and encompasses so much more! Within this club, a plethora of diverse events

awaited, Manthan, Pics-o-reel, blood donation, money donation, BE Photoshoot, and all the social initiatives 3

ctoreal
(not trying to market the events, just reliving the memaories XD). | was mesmerized by the plethora of y PR £ [V otxma'22

opportunities housed within this single entity. Fortunately, | got the opportunity to become a part of this
extraordinary team. In my 2™ year, | assumed the role of the blood donation event lead, gaining invaluahle
first-hand experience in orchestrating an event of such grandeur. From my humble beginnings as a
participant in Manthan to serving as the magazine secretary in my 4" year, my journey with Pictoreal has
been given me more than | could ever hope for. The bond we share within Pictoreal is beautifully
encapsulated in our affectionate nickname, 'Picto fam,' as this club has truly become a second family to me.
Pictoreal has played a pivotal role in forging lifelong friendships, offering invaluable mentorship from
seniors, and receiving unwavering support from my ever-helpful juniors. My college life would be
incomplete without the presence of Pictoreal. To the indomitable Picto team, | extend my heartfelt wishes.

You all are the epitome of excellence! Keep shining and soaring to new heights!

VOLUME 23

The journey towards creating the 23"volume of Pictoreal was nothing but amazing. One thing that we
particularly found challenging in those Covid times was showcasing our culture to the newly joined first
years, who had never attended college offline or to the second years who lost most of their first year days
because of Covid lock down. We didn’t really get many opportunities to meet them off-line. So it was a task
for us to make sure that we are able to give them that same experience and create that family like bonding
with them. We all know online events can be done, but can they replace offline events, we weren't really
sure. Our team tried our best to make a friendly family-like atmosphere online. | think it was super fun and
challenging to brainstorm all those new online event ideas that we had never done in the past. From bad
network to our videos pausing at the worst moments possible, we made some memorable moments. It
helped us rethink about how events can be done and what all our team is capable of.

Ms. Himani Gwalani

Mr. Shriniwas Nayak




"Success is not final, failure is not fatal: it is the courage to continue that counts." - Winston Churchill

After much anticipation, the publication that captures the essence of the year, including achievements, events, and college-life moments,
has finally been released amidst much excitement. Pictoreal has not just been a magazine but an emotion, a window that peeks into the
vibrant world of the PiCTians and their talent. With its theme, Odyssey, this quad-centenary volume is a treasure trove of nostalgia that
the team and readers alike will cherish for years to come.
As the secretaries, we are privileged to deliver one of the transcendent editions of the magazine that witnessed the most memorable
instants of the year. The theme Odyssey is symbolic of the team's journey with its many twists and turns, challenges and triumphs, and
moments of reflection and growth. It reminds us that every step we take and every decision we make contributes to the narrative of our
lives. Since we have all had to travel through uncharted territory, overcoming new and unexpected trials, the theme of Odyssey is
particularly pertinent in the context of the pandemic.
Pictoreal has demonstrated its ability to adapt and thrive in the face of adversity, thanks to all the legators and team members who
contributed significantly to the magazine's success. Despite the hardships, the team's hard work and dedication, detailing countless hours
of planning and execution, have paid off, making this year's imprint a huge success. We have come together to create something beautiful,
something meaningful, and something that we can all be proud of. This publication serves as a reminder of the resilience, creativity, and
innovation that define the college community.
With over 120 team members and 12+ events throughout the volume, this year's edition is particularly special, with a tremendous turnout
and positive feedhack from attendees. Every event witnessed great footfall, which has been a driving force for the team to continue their
efforts in the organisation of the next. It was a phenomenal opportunity to present the club twice for national committee visits, along
with preparations such as the design of the poster template, the organisation of the club room, and so on.

It is rightly said, “Commitment to group efforts is what makes the team work." The endeavours put into presenting the club and creating
the magazine were worth it, as they helped in its promotion and spotlighting the expertise of PICTians by illustrating the notion of the
college. The experience also provided valuable insights into event management and content creation. Careful planning and organisation
proved necessary to ensure that all important events and milestones were covered while curating the diverse content and collaborating
with the designers. The team also faced ultimatums along the way, including unexpected cancellations, technical difficulties, and
last-minute changes. However, the team's determination and devotion has been an engine for the high performance and a resounding
SUCCESS.

It is a trice of pride for everyone involved and a testament to the creativity and diligence of the Pictoreal team, which have impelled it to
new heights. We believe that the Silver Jubilee Volume will not only serve as a keepsake for the team but also inspire future generations
to continue the legacy of excellence. We are proud and blessed to have contributed to this iconic edition and to have played a role in
preserving the rich history of Pictoreal. We take this opportunity to thank the stakeholders, teacher coordinators, and all others for their
persistent support throughout the volume. We look forward to seeing what the future holds for this esteemed publication and creating
more unforgettable reminiscences in the years to come.

Ms. Rhuchita Shirude, Ms. Sharayu Hiwarkhedkar, Mr. Rohin Bhat
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when people ask which college you graduated from and you say, PICT. They look at
you with a deep sense of respect. Yes, the PICT brand helps. Moreover, being an
engineer from PICT gives you a certain edge over other discipline graduates when it
comes to logical, analytical, and cognitive skills. | experienced this several times
during my prep as well as while pursuing MBA. | was a part of almost all student
committees in college including INC, PISB, EDC, Art Circle, CSI, and the secretary for
Pictosocial too. Through these engagements, | gained immense management and
leadership learnings. And yes, the most memorable part of our college life was the
Addiction. Thank you PICT!

Prajwal Chandak - Batch’20

PICT has been instrumental in shaping my career path and fostering my
achievements. The college is known for its exceptional students who have a deep
passion for technology, and it has been truly inspiring to study alongside them. The
level of discipline at PICT is unmatched, and it has instilled in all of us a drive for
constant improvement and reaching greater heights. One of my most memorable
experiences at PICT was being a part of the PICT Art Circle, where we participated in
state-level theater competitions. Walking into a room filled with like-minded
individuals was always a delight. The sense of camaraderie and the thrill of winning
competitions were unlike anything else. PICT has undoubtedly left an indelible mark
on my journey.

Rohit Doshi - Batch"19

In 2007, | graduated from PICT. During my final year of engineering, PICT helped me
with the ecosystem to deliver my Final Year project under the guidance &
sponsorship of IBM India Software Labs, Pune. This enabled me to land a
pre-placement offer with IBM India almost a year before my graduation. As |
embarked on my professional career with IBM - the leadership skills learned during
my college days and the guiding principles of my interpersonal skills helped me
navigate into a sales role at IBM within just 3 months of joining the company. My
learnings from my time at PICT acted as a guiding light for me throughout my career
in reputed organisations like IBM, Cognizant, LinkedIn, AWS India, and now Google
__C‘Iet;d."._l‘.will always cherish those wonderful days. Thank you PICT!

: Saurabh Mehta - Batch'07




- Mv time at PICT was a truly transformative experience that shaped my career path
and helped me achieve my professional goals. The emphasis on experiential learning,
coupled with the opportunity to intern with IBM Software Labs and work on
year-long projects with TRDDC, provided me with valuable real-world experience
and made me industry-ready. Additionally, taking elective courses in Artificial
Intelligence gave me the foundational knowledge and skills necessary to pursue a
career in high-performance computing and Al/ML. The education and training |
received at PICT prepared me well for the challenges of the workforce, and | will
always cherish the memories of my time at the college.

Swapnil Tambi - Batch'07

| am immensely grateful to PICT for providing me with my dream job at Sun
Microsystems through campus placements. It turned out to be the only year Sun
visited any college in Pune. | spent 10 years at Sun contributing to Java runtime,
Solaris 0S, and MySqgl engine among many path-breaking technologies of the time.
On this foundation, | could confidently drive technology leadership roles as a Startup
CTO and Head of Engineering at a reputed Al company. At PICT, | also discovered
myself at Art Circle. My acting journey started with ‘Limit’, which won several
accolades. | carried this passion alongside my professional journey with several plays,
short films, and web series to my name. The campus provided a vibrant platform to
develop crucial skills such as leadership, teamwork, and communication, which have
been invaluable in my journey, ultimately leading to a fulfilling personal &
professional life.

Mayuresh Nirhali - Batch'01

Hello, PICTians! With dumb luck, a sprinkle of hard-headedness, and a dogged
ignorance of misunderstanding what ‘failure’ really meant, | have come to appreciate
my formative years at PICT. Befriending the cohorts of ‘83 and ‘84 - the first two
“batches” of a startup institute - some of whom are still my best friends, colleagues,
and business partners. From a rented high-school building in the slums of Bhavani
Peth, with just 3 cupboards for a library and only 3 computers - one with a
‘motherboard’ missing, makes us the anti-heroes in a college version of “Slumdog
Millionaire”. There was a one-in-a-million chance of what would lead up to today. For
Pune, for PICT, and you and me, | am eternally grateful for the grind. To the ATKT (All
Time ‘Kaiko’ Tension) visiting principals, professors, and community, | wish the best
and congratulate you on this amazing feat!
.+ *Prashanth V. Boccasam - Batch'85
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You can now access and explore the

AJAI\A ""AI

""i‘i‘ip ete collection of Pictoreal volumes
on our website by scanning the
following QR.

@& pictoreal.in




JOURNEYS ARE OFTEN WOVEN WITH THE THREADS OF EXPERIENCES,

MILESTONES, AND THE PURSUIT OF OUR TRUE SELVES. WE ALL HAVE OUR

OWN STORIES - A LABYRINTH OF SELF-DISCOVERY, NAVIGATING THROUGH
LIFE'S CHALLENGES AND EMERGING AS HEROES OF OUR OWN ODYSSEY.



